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DAVIDSON COLLEGE 
Davidson, North Carolina 
The Civilian Program at Davidson continues with no 
change in standards or peacetime faculty. Enrollment 
limited because of separate army unit. Freshmen classes 
begin in June, September and February. 
Early Application Advised 
JOHN R,. CUNNINGHAM, President 





DAVIS AND ELKINS COLLEGE 
Elkins, West Virginia 
The Presbyterian College of West Virginia 
Beautiful campus—Modern buildings—Delightful climate. 


Emphasizing Christian character and thorough scholar- 
ship. Personal attention to students. 


R. B. PURDUM, President 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S 
TRAINING SCHOOL 


Offers during January 
Special Courses for Christian Workers 
in 
Bible—Religious Education—Missions 
Christian Doctrine—Sacred Music 
Four weeks of intensive study under able faculty in 
delightful surroundings, with access to splendid libraries 
and notable lectures. 
Write for further information. 


Henry WaApbeE DuBose, President 
3400 Brook Road, Richmond 22, Virginia 





‘ 
BELHAVEN COLLEGE 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Where young women live and work and play in an atmosphere 
of Christian influence and culture. 
Attractive campus and buildings. 
Unique plan of intensive study, 


The only four-year Presbyterian College for women in the 
Southwest. 
For catalog write: 
G. T. GILLESPIE, D.D., President 





The Presbyterian Liberal Arts 
College of the Southwest 
1849 AUSTIN COLLEGE 1944 


Sherman, Texas 


Now doing civilian work only. Next semester begins 
September 19. 


Write for further information. 


W. B. GUERRANT, President. 





RABUN GAP-NACOOCHEE SCHOOL 
Rabun Gap, Georgia 


High School and Junior College operated by the 
Synod of Georgia. 


Gro. C. BELLINGRATH, President 














CENTRE COLLEGE OF KENTUCKY 
Danville, Kentucky 


Presbyterians who believe in Christian Education are invited to 
send names and addresses of high-school seniors to the undersigned. 
We welcome the opportunity to send details about one of the South’s 
fine colleges of Liberal Arts and Sciences to your men and women 
of character and ambition. 


JAMES H. HEWLETT, Acting President 





KING COLLEGE 


Bristol, Tennessee 


Some young man or woman with promise of useful 
leadership may begin a college education January 20, 1945 
at very low cost through a new scholarship. This will pro- 
vide full tuition—$200 a year for four years. Award will 
be on basis of scholarship, Christian character and lead- 
ership possibilities. (Board and room only $260 a year.) 
Apply to the College. 


> 


Long-established standard A. B. college with Presby- 
terian background. 


R. T. L. LISTON, Th.M., Ph.D., President 


Box S Bristol, Tennessee 


OKLAHOMA PRESBYTERIAN 
COLLEGE FOR GIRLS 
Durant, Oklahoma 
Now in its fiftieth year of service to Christian youth. 


Advantages: College degrees through affiliation with Southeastern 
State College; a Christian home; a religious training center; special 
rates offered to students trum our Church schools and missions. 


Evita F. Hopcson, President 








Tue Presbyterian Church has always stood 
for high standards of education. These colleges 
offer educational opportunities under Christian 
influence to Presbyterian young people. Each 
college gladly responds to inquiries from par- 
ents, young people, and others. 
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‘The Legend ~\ \y 


\\ 


of the Wood Carver 


A beautiful story, discovered and exquisitely retold by 
Margaret Lane (“Mildred Welch”), of the building of a 
great cathedral. The illustration is used by permission of The 
Evangelical Christian. . 


“One day, when the cathedral was nearing completion, 
a man carrying a kit of tools sought out the master 
builder. ‘I have no money,’ he said, ‘but I am a wood 
carver, and I would bring my gift to the building of the 
cathedral.’ The master builder looked at the poor clothes, 
the thin, spare frame, the hungry eyes of the man, and 
said kindly: ‘The work is almost done, but pick out some 
place to do your carving, and then we shall see’—and for- 
got all about him. 

“But some of the workmen noticed that he entered the 
cathedral at exactly the same hour every day and was lost 
to sight among the shadows of its great arches and pillars. 
One day he did not come, nor the next, nor the next, and a 
workman who had gotten in the habit of observing him 
said to another: ‘Perhaps he has finished his work. Let us 
see what he has been doing, for this is just the hour he 
has always come.’ Turning in the direction in which the 
unknown wood carver used to go, they began to search. 
Suddenly the first man stopped. ‘Look!’ he said, and 
pointed, ‘there where the light falls.’ 

“High up on a panel of oak, where the light of the 
afternoon sun, streaming through a great rose window, 
fell full upon it, they saw carved the face of a woman; 
but in the glory of that light, it was as the face of an angel. 
And it came to pass in after time, that the face on the 
panel carved by the unknown workman as the gift of his 
love, became the chief glory of the great cathedral; and 
the hour when the afternoon sun shone upon it, the great 
beauty of its day. 

“Who knows but that, perhaps—in God’s great per- 
haps—many a man and woman, each working alone for 
love’s own sake, may one day look up to see the beauty of 
the Lord shine upon the work of their hands?” 

The work of his hands, as a gift to God! At this season, 
when our thoughts turn to the dedication of life, we, too, 
may be gladdened by the thought that our work may be 
done as to the Lord, and consecrated to Him. 

There is, however, another message which the wood 
carver brings to us out of the long ago. His work—“the 
chief glory of the great cathedral”—was in the likeness of 
a human face, a human face transfigured by the light of 
the Lord. Chiefest of all gifts which we can bring is the 
gift of a human soul, transformed by God, and dedicated 
to God for His service. Humble as that wood carver, many 
a man and woman has the gift of unsuspected influence. 
What joy would it be to have had a share in some young 
life which, in the service of the Highest, had grown in 
usefulness and spiritual stature. What a joy to say, won- 
dering, “Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds”! 
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The -Alchemist 


O Thou great Alchemist of all the years, 
Who found the secret that all others sought, 
Life is thy crucible indeed, and Love 


The mystic potion that thy wonders wrought. 


O take me, Lord, my dross and metal base, 
Take me and cleanse me in thy holy fire, 
Till molten metal show thee back thy face 
And all my being glow to thy desire, 
And all my self expire. 


I. Bread 


Levi sat hard beside the city gate 

And counted shekels: “Two and two make four, 
They spit at me for a vile publican, 

And hate me so because I, too, must live. 

Now Baraciah owes ten shekels here 

And there:-ten more, and I write thirty down, 
But—I must live. 

Ah, here comes now the man from Nazareth 
Who stopped beside my booth and spoke with me 
As friend speaks oft with friend. 

(I have no friend.) 

And yesterday I heard him in a crowd— 

What wast he said? Ah, yes, ‘I came that ye 
Might fuller live and live abundantly,’ 

I, too, must live.” 


“Levi, come follow me.” 


Boys scramble for the shekels in the dust; 
The publican has gone to break five loaves 
That feed five thousand men. 


Il. Water 


“God is a spirit,” that is what he said, 

“And must be served in spirit and in truth.” 

No man before had spoken of spirit to her, 

No, nor of God nor truth, at any time. 

Her flesh alone had occupied their minds, 

But spirit lived within her body still, 

Bound down by chains of flesh and circumstance. 
He broke the chains and set her spirit free. 

“The truth shall make you free.” 


Hattiet K lackford Williams 


Ill. Fire 


“What, me! Damnation, no! I never knew 

The fellow, and the man is naught to me. 

Why, just because I come from Galilee— 

Give a dog a bad name!” 

So spake poor trembling Simon on a day, 

Sitting and warming himself at an alien fire. 

Just then the cock crowed, and the bound man turned, 

Thorn-crowned, and looked at him, his face blood- 
stained, 

More marred than any man’s with grief and pain. 

Such burning love poor Simon never saw; 

From head to foot he flamed. 

It seared his soul, 

And all the shifting particles of sand 

That marked him Simon melted, 

And he wept 

And rushed away. 

And, lo, when grief had cooled, there stood no sand; 

Simon no longer now but Peter he, 

The shifting sand love-firmed into a rock 

To found a kingdom on. 


IV. Thunder 


“Pushing and proud and seeking for first place,” 
The others said, and scowled at James and John, 
And at their mother, who demanded for them 
A primacy of place at right and left 

What time the Lord should rule within the kingdom. 
But Jesus answering said, “Ye know not now 

The thing ye ask. Can ye drink down my dregs? 
Or can ye stand my baptism of fire?” 

They, confident as ever, said, “We can.” 

Then said he unto them, “Ye shall indeed 

Drink of my cup, in my baptism share. 

Perhaps the Father then may grant that you 

Shall be the nearest to me in my kingdom.” 


A few weeks passed, and James, beneath the sword 
Received his accolade—first joined his King. 
Through long, long years the other's eagle eye 
Followed his Master’s form behind the vail, 

Until his heart pulsed only as his Lord’s. ’ 
He nearer drew, a footstep at a time, 

His goal transcending still the others’ thought: 
“Now are we sons of God, but this I know— 

We shall BE LIKE HIM, when we see his face.” 





A Sociologist Sees 
Missionary Life and Work 


By JAMES G. LEYBURN 


Nore: An address delivered in Falling Waters Church, 
Berkeley County, W. Va., by Dr. James G. Leyburn, Professor 
of Sociology in Yale University, recently returned from a visit 
in the home of Rev. and Mrs. L. A. McMurray at the Mutoto 
station of our Congo Mission. Falling Waters is the home 
church of the McMurrays, hence the rather intimate personali- 
ties in parts of the address.—Editor. 


It WOULD BE PRESUMPTUOUS FOR ME TO ATTEMPT A 
judgment on the significance of the religious work of 
missionaries or to advance an opinion about the value 
of missions in general. While I was stationed in South 
Africa doing work for the American government I paid 
a visit of ten days to my cousins, Jean and Armistead 
McMurray, in the Belgian Congo. During those ten 
day I saw much and inferred more; but ten days and a 
visit to only two mission stations do not provide suffi- 
cient background for generalization. What I say here, 
therefore, is an expression of my personal and quite 
fallible opinions. 

In order that the record be clear, I must remark 
that while I am a member of a religious and even a 
missionary family, I am also a sociologist. As a Presby- 
terian I have been taught to believe in the divine 
institution of missionary work and in the conversion 
of the heathen as one of the prime duties of the Chris- 
tian. On the other hand, as a student of human societies 
I have come to realize that the religion of any people 
is so intertwined with their economic, political, moral, 
and social life that the sudden elimination of the age- 
old religious beliefs and practices may produce chaos in 
tribal life. Moreover, I have long since ceased to think 
of primitive tribes as inferior, degraded, or backward, 
but only as different. While naturally I prefer Ameri- 
can ways and American civilization to any other I do 
not regard them either as perfect or as absolutely “bet- 
ter” than any other. If we were not too smug and too 
lazy we could learn much about economic and political 
good sense, fundamental honesty and beauty of life, 
from people to whom we slightingly refer as primitive 
and as heathen. 

Holding such views as these, I went to the Congo 
with certain preconceptions, of which at least three are 
worth mentioning. First, I thought of missionaries as 
being Americans in exile—men and women who had 
given up home, family, friends, and all they held dear 
for the sake of an ideal. My notion of their life was 
probably shaped by what I had read of the work of 
early missionaries like Livingstone, Moffatt, and Mor- 
rison. At any rate, I rather expected to see my relatives 
and their fellow missionaries practically camping out, 
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enduring all manner of physical hardship and tropical 
disease, and living strained and tense lives as people do 
who are worried and harassed. My second preconcep- 
tion was that in their preaching of Christianity and 
their endeavor to eradicate “heathen” belief and prac- 
tice, they must inevitably be disrupting the economic 
and civil life of the native simply by changing his age- 
old ways. My reason for this notion I have already 
mentioned. My third preconception was that since the 
missionaries wished to change the religion of the peo- 
ple whom they called “natives,” their attitude of mind 
must be one of superiority, patronage, and paternalism, 
approximating that of the benevolent employer who 
speaks of “his workers” and wishes to help them do 
what is best for them, according to his conception of 
“best,” instead of letting the workers stand on their 
own feet and decide for themselves. 

Even though I cannot make pronouncements about 
missions in general, ten days in the Congo were suffi- 
cient to make me modify my opinions on these matters. 
It is my hope that in describing my personal re-educa- 
tion I can give you a fair picture of life in a mission sta- 
tion and of the work the missionaries do. 

First, then, let me say emphatically that the mis- 
sionaries are not exiles and do not regard themselves as 
such. True, they have left home, family, and friends. 
But they are not the first to have done this. Thousands 
of young married couples do so when they start life 
for themselves. For the McMurrays and their col- 
leagues, Mutoto is home—their newer, but very excit- 
ing home. Each missionary family has its own house 
which husband and wife convert into a haven of beauty 
and kindliness and comfort as they have the imagina- 
tion and ingenuity to do so. The McMurrays are no 
more camping out in Mutoto than you and I are camp- 
ing out in Berkeley county. If they have given up 
momentarily their American families and friends, they 
have come back and will come back again to renew 
old ties; and meanwhile they have made new friend- 
ships to whose rewarding richness I can wholeheartedly 
attest. I do not deny their hardships nor the grimness 
of some of the diseases which threaten them ( particu- 
larly sleeping sickness and malaria). Yet where in all 
the world are there not hardships of a special kind? 
And who cannot cite cases of grim disease at home? 
Hardship never deterred our pioneering ancestors in 
their great work, and the progress of medical science is 
slowly but surely conquering the diseases. 

If you think of Mutoto or the Congo as being exile 
you should have arrived at Luluabourg station with 
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me at nine o’clock on a night in March. There I was 
met by Jean and Armistead, their lovely children, two 
of their friendly servants, and a family of townspeople. 
We had a thirty-five-mile ride from the railway station 
through the starry African night to Mutoto, where I 
was given a most hospitable welcome by the other mis- 
sionaries. After a warm bath in a real bathtub, I went 
immediately to sleep in a soft bed (a four-poster). This 
is hardly camping out. Nor are three excellent meals a 
day, family prayers around the breakfast table, the chil- 
dren playing and reading, or the friendly intercourse 
of families. 

I kept being reminded of our pioneer forefathers as 
I observed the life at Mutoto. First, there is the isola- 
tion from the people “back home” and the eagerness 
for the old contacts. Just as the first settlers in Ohio and 
Kentucky welcomed visitors from Old Virginia and 
the East, so the missionaries welcomed a visitor from 
America. If I had been the President himself, I could 
not have had a more generously hospitable reception. 
I was a link with the happy past. Then, just as pioneers 
had to cultivate ingenuity and become expert jacks-of- 
all-trades, so do the missionaries. It is an admirable trait 
some of us modern Americans in our dependence on 
local shops tend to lose. Mr. Miller at Mutoto thinks 
nothing of installing a whole bathroom with materials 
of his own manufacture. I could not even begin to 
describe the innumerable triumphs he and the others 
have achieved, making something useful out of very 
little and all very good. They have built their houses, 
made their furniture, designed their own clothes, and 
achieved other minor miracles with implements and 
materials we should cast aside as impossible. I had 
known Armistead McMurray chiefly as a quiet scholar, 
a man of books. You should have seen him calmly dis- 
emboweling a Ford car and putting it back together 
again—while I stood by in helpless bewilderment, not 
knowing one gadget from another. 

You can see that theirs is by no means a life of lux- 
ury; but it is one of comfort created by their own skill, 
imagination, and wit. It is, I think, the very best kind 
of life for it is of their own choosing and making. 
They are self-reliant people. Every mother has to edu- 
cate her own children until they are nine and ten; and 
after her hours in the schoolroom she does her full 
day’s work as a missionary. I no more feel sorry for 
the missionary families in their isolation than I sympa- 
thize with any young couples who have started out for 
themselves in the career which of all others makes a 
tremendous appeal to them. 

My second preconception was that their missionary 
activity might disrupt the integration of native tribal 
life. During my first day in Mutoto Jean took me to 
visit the girls’ school of which she is the director. What 
I saw was no disruption of native life but rather an 
intensification of it. The girls, after their lessons were 
completed, went out with their machetes and hoes to 
cultivate cassava, their staple food crop; others walked 
the half mile to the stream to carry back water in cans 
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on their heads; they prepared their meal out of doors 
after having beaten the cassava root into meal with a 
wooden mortar and pestle; and at night they slept on 
mats of their own making on the bare floor. ‘This is the 
life every one of those girls will live, as her ancestresses 
have lived it, when she marries and goes back to her 
tribe. They are not being made over into Americans: 
they are one hundred per cent Balubas. There is not 
even any interference with their dress—or their lack of 
it—unless an old native matron ridicules the slovenly 
attire of a girl until she is shamed into cleanliness and 
neatness. 

So with the men. They are being trained as Chris- 
tians, of course, but there is no suggestion of inter- 
ference with the authority of the tribal chiefs or of the 
fathers of families. These Baluba men are first of all 
citizens of their tribes and then subjects of the Belgian 
state. The missionaries show great respect for these 
family, tribal, and political ties, knowing full well the 
importance of stability in all of them as a background 
for decency and security. The success of the mission- 
aries can be measured by the trust shown them by 
neighboring chieftains on the one hand, and by the 
Belgian officials on the other. I arrived in the Congo 
just at the end of a native insurrection caused, in the 
opinion of the native leaders, by injustice on the part 
of certain Belgian martinets. The life, property, and 
honor of the missionaries were never in any danger; 
on the contrary, both natives and Belgians turned to 
the missionaries to bring order out of chaos. 

Only in their insistence upon monogamy rather than 
polygamy, and in their teaching of Christianity, do the 
missionaries set themselves against the elements of native 
life. 

If I was wrong in my first two preconceptions, I was 
most in error in my supposition that the missionaries 
patronized the natives. It was by a series of personal 
experiences that I learned my mistake. When I arrived 
on the train, as soon as I had greeted the McMurrays, 
I was introduced to their two native servants, and we 
shook hands on terms of complete cordiality and 
equality. When Jean took me to her school all the girls 
came out to welcome me and I shook hands with all 
150 of them, with no suggestion that this was anything 
but normal civility. The relationship between mission- 
ary and native is not one of superior to inferior; it is one 
of genuine affection between friends. One of the mis- 
sionaries described to me the reception given Jean and 
Armistead upon their return from their last furlough. 
Jean was kissed and hugged, and Armistead embraced, 
and the children admired—all with such genuine love 
and heartfelt rejoicing that there was hardly a dry eye 
in the assemblage, and certainly not one among the 
missionaries. 

One has only to hear the endearing terms applied to 
the missionaries, to see a native nurse correcting or 
training a missionary child, to witness the confident 
hope with which the ill and hurt come to the mission 
station for healing, putting their very lives in the 


453 










2 en a ER RE ETE! 








' 
. 
: 


OPE ALS ERENT 





hands of the missionaries, to know that here is no pa- 
tronizing relationship. 

The only English spoken at the mission is among the 
Americans in their intercourse with each other. They 
pay the natives the compliment of learning their lan- 
guage and speaking it. They teach school in the native 
anguage and their education is the best the missionaries 
can give. If you are inclined to scoff at the mental 
ability of the Negro you should have seen the results 
of Armistead’s music teaching. His students can sight- 
read music notes as I have never heard university 
students do; and they sang Bach and Handel for me 
in strict time and practically note-perfect. Even in re- 
ligious work, the ideal is to make the natives stand on 
their own feet—to train ministers who can take charge 
of religious work in their own villages with no super- 
vision and direction from the missionaries. 

As I said, I cannot make any valid generalizations. 
But I can certainly testify to the fact that I have seen 
true beauty of Christian living among the natives of the 
Congo—the beauty which is marked by devotion, kind- 
liness, gentleness, generosity, and consecration. I have 


seen it shine in the eyes of the sn Common sense 
y 


tells one that there are probably as many superficial 
Christians in Mutoto as there are in Berkeley county, 
as many fair-weather Christians, as many follow-the- 
crowd ones. What lingers in my mind as one of my 
memorable experiences, however, is the singing of the 
Lord’s Prayer by the natives one afternoon at the close 
of a service. If ever there was moving sincerity in an 
expression of faith it was in this song. 

In a world in which people often tend to become 
bored with the daily routine of life, to wonder if what 
they are doing has any significance in the world, to 
feel that no one really appreciates them, I recommend 
one brief glimpse at a region of the world like the Bel- 
gian Congo. There even a person of one talent will 
discover that he can put it to amazing uses. No two 
days are the same, and each one demands ingenuity 
and self-reliance. Best of all, one will realize that every- 
thing he does is of benefit to hundreds of people who 
are not so overcivilized that they have forgotten how 
to express their deep gratitude. 





The 1945 Woman’ 


s Auxiliary 


Birthday Objective 


Our 1945 BirrHpay OBJECTIVE IS TO BE A FOREIGN 
Mission one, according to the oars for alternating our 
gifts, one year to the Home Field and the next year 
to the Foreign Field. We are happy to announce that 
the unanimous decision of the Woman’s Advisory 
Committee and the Committee on Woman’s Work, 
which has been approved by the Executive Committee 
of Foreign Missions, is that the 1945 Birthday Offering 
be given through our Executive Committee of Foreign 
Missions to our Congo Mission for the special work 
designated by representatives of that Mission in their 
appeal for the gift. 

The list of needs as presented by the Mission and 
accepted by our leaders includes many interesting and 
appealing phases of our ministry in the Congo. Accord- 
ing to the plans, our gifts will make possible an appro- 
priation for each of the following: 


The establishing of a new station in a very strategic 
location. 

The enlarging of the Bulape Hospital. 

The building of a much needed maternity ward at 
the new station Mboi and, also, one at Kasha. 
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A new church at Mboi. 

A rescue home for children at Luebo. 

Water systems that will make available cisterns so 
needed in several stations. 
Evangelists’ dormitories, where men preparing for 
evangelistic service can live with their wives and 
children as they study. 

A Mission Press Fund to enlarge the service of this 
medium of spreading the Truth. 

Enlarging of the Second Degree School at Mutoto 
to make possible the training of a large number of 
future Christian workers. 


Surely it is thrilling to think that our 1945 Birthday 
love gifts will be invested in so many areas of service 
and where the fruitage has such far-reaching possi- 
bilities for bringing souls to Christ and setting them 
to work for Him. Such an Objective demands our 
wholehearted co-operation, our generous gifts, and our 
earnest prayers. 

—Jante W. McGaucHEy 


Secretary of Woman’s Work 
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The King’s 


Daughters 


“Kings’ daughters were among thy honourable women ...So shall the king greatly desire thy beauty: for he 
is thy Lord; and worship thou him. ... The king’s daughter is all glorious within ... With gladness and rejoic- 
ing shall they be brought: they shall enter into the king’s palace.” —Psalm 45:9-15. 


By MARY B. CRAWFORD* 


A GREAT SHOUT WENT UP IN THE GiIRL’s HoME IN Lv- 
bondai. It was the day for the reopening of the day 
school and the girls were returning to the station singly 
and in groups. As each girl arrived the firstcomers 
greeted her with a shout, and running to the gate to 
meet her, would almost overcome her with their em- 
braces and almost deafen her with their questions about 
her vacation. I know something of this because I have 
been greeted in the same way when I have returned 
to Lubondai from vacation at our Lake or from another 
station. 

These girls have been gathered together at the Mis- 
sion Station for Christian training and they live in a 
lovely compound all their own where they are taught 
to work together, to play together, to study together, 
to worship together, to grow together into the likeness 
of the King’s daughters. They are from many tribes 
and many villages. Some of them are daughters of 
native evangelists who have already had some Christian 
training in their homes. Others are Christians whose 
parents are heathen, and life at Lubondai is just the 
reverse of life in their homes and villages where fear 
and superstition are the bases of their philosophy. Still 
others are inquirers of the Christian faith and must be 
instructed in the fundamentals of Christianity. A few 
are girls chosen by young men to be their wives and 
brought to the Home to be trained before they are 
married. 

Every day there are young men in my yard asking 
me to call their wives-to-be or their sisters or girls to 
whom they would like to put the all-important ques- 
tion. The boys are not allowed to go to the Girl’s Home 
but must have the girls called to my yard. We have 
what some have called “the courting bench” where 
the boys sit while talking with the girls. The girls 
usually stand behind them but sometimes in front of 
them. When a boy asks a girl to marry him she assents 
with the upward motion of her eyebrows accompanied 
occasionally with a humming sound low in her throat. 
If she wants to refuse the boy she answers with a click 
in her throat and sometimes a toss of her saucy head. 

Christian women help with the care of these girls 
and lead them in the way everlasting. One of these 
matrons, Baba Ngakuka, is very anxious that the girls 
always have time for their morning devotions and she 





_ *Miss Crawford is an evangelist missionary, located in Lubondai sta- 
ton, Congo Belge, Africa. She went to the field in 1938 and came 

¢ this summer on her first furlough. (This article is an address given 
at Montreat, August 1944.) 
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Kanvinda, principal, native teacher of 
Mutoto Normal School and his family 


sees to it that all of them are up in plenty of time each 
morning to worship, each in her own place, before they 
all proceed to the church for the daily 6:00 A.M. service, 
One day I asked her how she always managed to get 
them up, and she replied, ““Mamu, I take a rooster into 
my room with me each night and he wakens me at 
just the right time with his crowing.” The younger 
and newer girls are not able to read the Bible so the 
older ones read to them or they recite verses which they 
have learned. Congo children are very quick to mem- 
orize and after they have been in the Home only a 
short time they can quote long passages. 

Meta Eseta (Esther) is another of these matrons and 
a true King’s daughter. She has grown up in a Christian 
home; her parents had been slave children who were 
redeemed in the early days of the Mission by pioneer 
missionaries and were trained in their homes and 
taught in the school and church at Luebo, the Mother 
Station of the Mission. Her old father, who is now a 
leader in the church, tells us that he can remember 
coming to Luebo in 1893, just two years after the Mis- 
sion was established there. Meta is one of fifteen chil- 
dren, only four of whom are living now. Her older 
sister is the lovely mother of five beautiful children, 
and her little sister of ten years gives promise of becom- 
ing as lovely as her mother and older sisters. 

Meta carries herself like a queen, albeit she is very 
: wey and she is lovely to look upon. Her beauty is 
that of the King’s daughter, for as the Psalmist says, 
“The king’s daughter is all glorious within,” and her 
inward beauty shines in her face. Her influence on the 
girls is wonderful and far-reaching; she never raises her 
voice when speaking to them but quietly guides them 
in the ways of peace. She is a great inspiration to me 
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and seeing her serenity and calmness has often helped 
me to keep control of myself when the girls have 
exasperated me almost bey ‘ond endurance. I love her 
as a sister and when I left it was exceedingly hard to 
say good-by to her—this King’s daughter all glorious 
within. “So shall the king greatly desire thy beauty: 
for he is thy Lord; and worship thou him.” This is the 
secret of her beauty—she is the Lord’s and He is hers, 
and she worships and adores Him. 

Recently I had a letter from the Christian mother 
of Kayaya Esete, a most pitiful letter in its plea that 
I do something for her child. The little girl came to us 
first in January 1940 and has grown into a lovely young 
girl who seems more sensitive to the real Christian life 
than most of them. Her father died when she was a 
baby, and her mother became a Christian and is eager 
for her daughter to grgw to be a Christian woman. 
When the father died he left some debts to his father 
to pay. The years have passed and the grandfather has 
not paid the debts. Now that Kayaya is of marriage- 
able age, grandfather Ngandu Nshila says to her, 
“Now you go to be the wife of this man to whom 
your father owed money and I will not have to pay 
him.” 

Kayaya has consistently refused because the man is 
a heathen polygamist and she wants to marry a Chris- 
tian and an evangelist. Finally the grandfather bor- 
rowed the money from a friend and paid her father’s 
debts, but now the friend is demanding payment or 
the girl. 





Her mother’s letter read something like this, “Mamu, 
can’t you do something to help your child? Can’t you. 
find a Christian husband for her so that the dowry can 
be paid and the debt be paid off? Her grandfather says 
that she will never go back to Lubondai with his con- 
sent; if she goes, she goes on her own initiative and 
from then on will no longer be a person in the family, 
only an animal.” I did speak to one or two young men 
about Kayaya, and I hope that one of them will become 
interested in her enough to love her and want to marry 
her. The poor child has stood out for two years now 
against her grandfather, and this is a very unusual thin 
for a Congo girl to do. Pray that this little King’s 
daughter may not succumb to the pressure brought 
upon her by her people and give up her ideal of a Chris- 
tian marriage. Pray that she may be one of the King’s 
daughters who are among His honorable women. 

So many of the women whom we teach and with 
whom we visit say to us, “We are too old to be saved; 
there is no hope for us; teach our children.” In their 
minds and hearts darkened by sin and bound by Satan 
there is no sense of sin and no feeling of the need of a 
Saviour. And there are thousands like these. Pray that 
they may be brought with gladness and rejoicing, that 
they may enter into the King’s palace, King’s daugh- 
ters all glorious within. Pray that they may have a 
great longing to know the Saviour that cannot be satis- 
fied until they have been transformed by His almighty 
power as have Meta and Kayaya, daughters of the 
King with a royal name—that of Christian. 





Missionary 


To Africa—From furlough. 
Rev. and Mrs. C. R. Stegall. 
Rev. and Mrs. W. F. McElroy. 


To Africa—From extended furlough. 
Rev. and Mrs. C. L. Crane. 


To Africa—Miss Ciara HaMMonp, new missionary, 
was born in Griffin, Georgia, and obtained 
her preparatory education in the local 
high school and from the Georgia State 
Woman’s College. She received her A.B. 
degree from Georgia State College and 
her M.R.E. degree from the Assembly’s 
Training School, Richmond, Virginia. 
Miss Hammond goes out as an educational 
missionary, her station to be assigned. 


To Africa—Mr. anv Mrs. JosepH H. Spooner, new 
missionaries. Mr. Spooner was born in 
Junction City, Arkansas, and received his 
preparatory education in the city schools. 
He received his A.B. degree from Arkan- 
sas College and did work in Columbia 
Theological Seminary. He goes out as an 
industrial missionary. 
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Departures 


Mrs. Spooner was, before her marriage, 
Miss Maxine Westmoreland and was born 
in Sidney, Arkansas. After graduating 
from Sidney High School, she had three 
years in Arkansas College, and also studied 
in a business college. Her work will be 
assigned after her arrival on the field. 

To Brazil—Rev. anp Mrs. JoseEpH R. Woopy, new 
missionaries. Mr. Woody was born in 
Richmond, Virginia. He received his pre- 
paratory education in Charleston, W. Va., 
High School; his A.B. degree from Hamp- 
den-Sydney College and his B.D. degree 
from Union Theological Seminary, Rich- 
mond, Va. 

Mrs. Woody was, before her marriage, 
Miss Maudine Ward. She was born in 
Blacksburg, South Carolina. Her prepara- 
tory education was obtained in Rock Hill 
High School and she received her A.B. 
degree from Winthrop College. 

Mr. and Mrs. Woody will join the West 
Brazil Mission as evangelistic missionaries, 
their station to be assigned. 
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To Africa—Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph H. Spooner 





To Brazil—Rev. and Mrs. 
Joseph R. Woody 





To Africa—Miss Clara 


Hammond 








Thirty Fruittul Years 


By HENRY WADE DuBOSE* 


DuRING THE OPENING DAYS OF THE First WorLD War 
certain far-seeing leaders of our Church were planning 
the opening of a new institution to serve the Prince of 
Peace. Cradled in the dreams of such men of faith as 
President Walter W. Moore of Union Seminary and 
Dr. A. L. Phillips, General Superintendent of Sabbath 
Schools, the General Assembly’s Training School for 
Lay Workers came into actual being on November 4, 
1914. On that day, without property of its own, and 
with Dean William Megginson as the only full-time 
member of its faculty, the Training School opened its 
first classes. There were less than ten boarding students. 

Looking back upon that beginning it is easy to be- 
lieve that God held the watch that timed it. For those 
were days of significant developments in the life of the 
Church. One of the most important of these move- 
ments was the organization of the Woman’s Auxiliary. 

It is an interesting fact that only two years elapsed 
between the birth of the Auxiliary and the birth of the 
Training School. While the classes of the Training 
School are open to men as well as women, up to this 
time its primary contribution to the life and work of 
the Church has been the training of young women for 
Christian service. 

The remarkable progress of the Woman’s Auxiliar 
and the unfolding ministry of the Training School have 
been notable features of an era in which Christian 
women have rendered a steadily increasing service to 


*Rev. Henry Wade DuBose, D.D., is President of the General As- 
sembly’s Training School for Lay Workers. 


the Church and the cause of Christ. It is but natural 
that the Training School should be dear to the hearts of 
the women of the Church, and that they, in turn, 
should have among their honored leaders not a few 
graduates of the Training School. 

Another outstanding development in recent Church 
history reminds us that the Assembly’s Training School 
has come to the Kingdom for such a time as this. It 
is the remarkable growth of the Church’s program 
of religious education. During the three decades upon 
which we look back, there has been a steadily increas- 
ing demand for Christian workers trained as leaders 
in this field of service, trained to guide the processes 
of Christian nurture in the local church and on the mis- 
sion field, to understand and lead the young people of 
the Church, and to serve its executive agencies in 
planning their programs and in field supervision. 

For thirty years now the Training School, under the 
control of the General Assembly and seeking to serve 
the whole Church, has made its unique contribution to 
the work at home and abroad. Entering the fourth 
decade of its history it faces a future bright with oppor- 
tunities for expanding usefulness. It needs the prayers 
of the Church that it may ever be a source of spiritual 
life and enlightment to an increasing company of 
gifted and devoted young persons called of God to 
Christian service. And it needs a growing financial 
support from the Church and from individuals, that it 
may expand its program and facilities more nearly to 
meet the steadily growing demand for those whom it 
seeks to train. 





A Month of Privilege 


To SPEND THE MONTH OF JANUARY IN HISTORIC RICH- 
mind, Virginia, to enjoy the fine Christian fellowship 
of the Assembly’s Training School and to profit by 
four weeks of study under the guidance of its faculty 
is a privilege which many Southern Presbyterians have 
learned to value highly. 

This golden opportunity is afforded those who en- 
roll for the Training School’s “January Short Term.” 
Fitted into the midst of the regular school session, this 
term offers credit courses in Bible, Religious Education, 
Missions, Christian Doctrine, Worship, and Church 
Music. Classes meet five times a week, covering well- 
rounded courses of study. For the regular students 
these courses are an integral part of the curriculum 
that leads to master’s and bachelor’s degrees. But the 
unique feature of this short term is that it affords spe- 
cial students an opportunity to avail themselves of 
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exceptional advantages. 

Sunday-school teachers, leaders of young people, 
missionary candidates, missionaries on furlough, and 
other Christian workers have found in this brief term 
of study an experience that has richly repaid its cost 
in time and money. In providing this experience, the 
Assembly’s Training School has extended its service to 
many devoted Christian workers who for one reason 
or another could not continue their studies for a longer 
period. 

Among the advantages enjoyed by Training School 
students, is access to the splendid library of Union 
Seminary and to the Seminary’s endowed lectureships. 
The Sprunt Lectures in 1945 will be given in Feb- 
ruary immediately following the close of the January 
Term. 

(Continued on page 461) 
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“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be 
a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.”—Luke 2:11, 12. 


Keeping Christ in Christmas 


By J. H. MARION, JR.* 


In ENGLAND MANY YEARS AGO THEY HAD A BEAUTIFUL 
name for Christmas. They called it, fittingly, “The 


Feast of Lights.” For had not the Child of the Manger 


called Himself later the Light of the World? Hadn’t He 
pushed back the darkness of an ancient paganism 
when He rose—the Sun of Righteousness—upon the 
world? So at every Christmas season, in gaiety yet 
with gratitude, they brought the yule log into the 
house and laid it on the fire. Then on the mantel above 
the blazing log they set a candle—a tall bright candle 
whose steady flame throughout that day of days would 
be an undying reminder of the Light of Lights. 

Too rarely, any more, do we think of Christmas 
that way. As a boy growing up in a southern church, 
I never heard, so far as I remember, of the Feast of 
Lights. Christmas in our home had meaning and 
beauty, but for my brothers and me a Christmas candle 
meant chiefly a Roman candle and instead of the crack- 
ling yule log we set off firecrackers! And the change 
of custom, surely, is also a parable, for things have been 
happening to Christmas. It wouldn’t be so bad if only 

¢ logs had disappeared, but along with them has 





*Dr. Marion is pastor of Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church, Rich- 
mond, Virginia. 
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gone, too, something of the essential spiritual meaning 
of Christmas. 

Said the editor of Life magazine last year: “It is true 
that all the forms of Christmas are observed, and even 
more elaborately than our forefathers could have ob- 
served them. The shops—even in wartime—seethe with 
distracted purchasers seeking gifts. And the churches 
are crowded and loud with song. But somehow there 
is an unbridgeable gap between the gifts checked off 
on painfully pemiil  f shopping lists, and the gifts that 
the Wise Men brought to the infant Jesus. And today 
there is a difference in the call of the church bells, 
which are more advanced musically than they used to 
be, but whose sound does not evoke in the hearts of 
the community the same simple faith in the righteous- 
ness of God.” 

The words if true—and I think they are—can mean 
only one thing: Christmas needs to be recovered as a 
really Christian celebration. That is what it was in the 
beginning. Christmas was “Christ’s Mass,” and the 
Saviour whose birth it marked was not only prominent 
but central in every observance. It was not a com- 
mercialized Vanity Fair but a spiritual Festival, a holy 
day and not a holiday. Because that is often no longer 
true, and because the word “Christmas” for this season 
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is often only a name, it might do us good and do the 
Church good to raise the question: How put Christ 
back into Christmas? How keep Him there in these 
days when so much tends to push Him out? 

Though it may seem comparatively unimportant, 
we could do more than we commonly think, I believe, 
by insisting on definitely Christian symbolism in our 
Christmas greetings. It is entirely in keeping with the 
spirit of Christmas to make this happy season a time 
for the sending of greetings and good wishes to our 
friends. Despite the way the custom has lately been 
commercialized, most of us believe in keeping it up. In 
the rush of our crowded days we lack the time to 
write notes or letters to our friends, and so the Christ- 
mas card is employed as an annual reminder of friend- 
ship and good will. 

But the question comes, When is a Christmas card 
really a Christmas card? On countless ready-made 
modern cards one finds nothing whatever to indicate 
the season’s Christian origin. Our national flag is often 
pictured—all gay in red, white, and blue—and so are 
Scotty dogs and trees all white with snow and some- 
times even a superstitious “good luck” sign spelled out 
in smoke curling up out of father’s pipe as he lazily 
stretches before the fire. But too often one looks in vain 
for a scene that speaks of the Saviour’s birth. 

Yet what is Christmas for if it be not to remind men 
of that? It was a custom in old Russia, we are told, for 
Christians on Easter morn to greet one another with the 
words, “Christ is risen!” So at Christmas it ought to be 
our deep desire to remind one another of the gracious 
fact that “Christ is born.” A waving flag may be a 
fitting symbol for what happened on a famous Fourth 
of July, but it helps no one remember what happened 
on that first Christmas Day. The Star, the Stable, the 
Shepherds and the Wise Men—all these symbols do 
help to evoke a genuine Christian mood, and they will 
never seem trite to those in whose hearts there abides 
a real appreciation of what took place in Bethlehem. 
Let us not be ashamed therefore to use them on our 
cards—no matter who is to get them. Even 
a pictured manger, familiar though it is, 
when sent by a friend to a friend, may— 
who knows?— inspire in the one who re- 
ceives it a quiet resolve to make of his own 
heart a dwelling place for Christ! 

Again, safeguarding the vital spiritual 
values of this season calls for keeping the 
wholesomeness of Christ in our Christmas 
gaiety. Says an old song: 

“The world is grown old with its burden 

of care, 

But at Christmas it is always young.” 
And that is as it should be, for the Birth at 
Bethlehem marked the natal day of the 
human spirit. Over the age-old tyrannies of 
doubt, sin and despair Christmas heralded 
the possibility of victory for all, and because 
of its message of freedom men have rightly 
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made of its anniversary a festival of joy. It is right that 
we should say, even in days like these, “A merry 
Christmas!” 

The pity is, however, that so many never clearly 
see what merriment is. They mistake pleasure for 
joy, and gaiety of physical atmosphere for gaiety 
of heart. Some years ago, in describing a certain Christ- 
mas season in New York, a newspaper report spoke 
of what a sordid celebration appeared to be in progress 
there. Leering dolls and gambling devices were among 
the best-selling articles in the toy shops. Vulgar songs 
and phonograph records were being called for so fast 
that dealers could hardly meet the demand. The whole 
account was a vivid picture of the low estate to which 
Christmas gaiety is sometimes allowed to fall, and not 
by pagans alone. But we never rightly observe the 
coming of Jesus by worshipping at the shrine of Venus 
or Bacchus. “Pagan passions poison pleasure,” and to 
allow the fun of Christmas to be so tarnished is nothing 
short of sacrilege. 

Nobody’s Christmas, to be sure, needs to be de- 
liberately emptied of physical joys, for the Master was 
no pale and gloomy ascetic. His own story of a certain 
family’s gaiety when the Prodigal Son came home and 
his obvious approval of the “fatted calf” and the merry- 
making is proof enough, I think, that we have his bless- 
ing upon our festive family dinners and our clean good 
times. But we must take care that they are constructive 
and fine if our Lord is to be among us at Christmas. 
Intemperate self-indulgence always tends to make of 
our hearts crowded inns that have “no room for 
Christ.” If we would have Him as our unseen Christmas 
guest we will take care that our joys at this season 
are in harmony with His own gentlemanly grace and 
spiritual idealism—our amusements of the sort that one 
of the Christmas angels could look upon without 
shame and smile on with approval. 

Finally, we could make Christmas even more lovely 
and rich in meaning by simply putting more of Jesus’ 
spiritual feeling and good will into our Christmas 
giving. A friend of mine, when as a very 
small boy he had been disappointed with his 
presents one Christmas, remarked to his 
mother that so far as he could see this whole 
business of Christmas giving was just “swap- 
ping handkerchiefs.” Well, he was wrong 
about the handkerchiefs, but what about the 
“swapping”? I think he had something 
there! For the most part we do give to 
those who give to us, and what we give is 
confined in the main to material things. 

But, happy and commendable as that cus- 
tom is, | wonder if we wouldn’t put far more 
of Christ into Christmas if only we dared 
to carry our giving a bit farther and deeper. 
The famous and well-loved story, The 
Christmas Carol, has been called “Dickens’ 
Christmas Gift to Mankind.” But notice 
what sort of gift it was. It wasn’t the ordi- 
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nary kind. A warm and tender story of an old tight- 
wad’s spiritual reformation (Dickens himself, we are 
told, “wept and laughed and wept again” as he wrote 
it), it was a lasting gift that bequeathed to mankind 
something of Dickens’ own heart and character. Packed 
with Christian feeling and insight, it has for over a 
hundred years been putting Christ into Christmas. 

In a similar way, if not to the same degree, I be- 
lieve we all might magnify our Christmas giving. Too 
many of our material gifts are mere substitutes for 
ourselves. Like Sir Launfal in the poem, starting out to 
search for the Holy Grail and tossing a coin to the 
wayside beggar (who needed more than coins), we tend 
to let things and objects symbolize for our friends the 
affections, values, and spiritual qualities which they 
so often need to be given directly and personally. Jesus 
never gave that way. He doubtless gave many material 
gifts of which we have no record, but we can be sure 
they were never mere substitutes for the spiritual 
outpourings of His heart and life. The best things He 
had to give which He never once forgot, were His 
friendship, His sympathy, His healing power, love, and 
good will; and, freely and lavishly, Christ gave them. 
We wouldn’t be celebrating Christmas if He hadn’t! 

Just so, it is only when these higher things go along 


with our material presents that we really keep Christ in 
Christmas. It is when toys are wrapped up not merely 
in tinsel but in tenderness that parents bring Jesus down 
around the Christmas tree. It is only when, beyond the 
boxes or letters we send to our friends in uniform, we 
show them also a real zeal for their future welfare and 
the welfare of our country, that we supremely enlarge 
our giving in their behalf. Wherever indeed our gifts 
may go—whether to family or to friends or to the 
work of the Kingdom of God—the best things we give 
are not the bright baubles and trinkets that money 
can buy; they are rather spiritual pieces of ourselves— 
love, honor, loyalty, respect, and good will—which, 


‘spoken or otherwise expressed, enrich and purify and 


warm and lift up the lives of those about us. 

It is the kind of Christmas, I believe, that most of us 
want, but there is only one way, after all, of getting it. 
As Shakespeare’s Hamlet is Hamlet only when Hamlet 
the Prince of Denmark is there; as Bizet’s Carmen is 
Carmen only when the colorful Spanish girl herself 
is in it; so Christmas is truly Christmas only when the 
spirit and power of the Child of Bethlehem are inspiring 
and filling it. 

A dance, a gay party, a lighted tree—that’s all it may 
take to make a ywletide season. But it takes Christ— 
“Christ living in me”—to make Christmas! 


(Supplementary article for Circle Program, “Now—Every Thought in Captivity to Christ.”) 





A Month of Privilege 


(Continued from page 458) 


Many a church could well afford to send one or more 
of its volunteer workers to the Training School for this 
short term of study, and would thereby make a good 
investment in its own work. A leader in the church 
school or Woman’s Auxiliary given this opportunity 
would bring back to her church much to share with 
others. 

Nor does this apply merely to volunteer workers. 
Directors of Religious Education and Church Secre- 
taries from time to time need refresher courses, just as 
do teachers in secular schools. In educational circles this 
fact is so well understood that the summer schools 
of our state institutions are filled with teachers pre- 
paring themselves to be better teachers. The supremely 
important phase of education for which the Church is 
responsible needs leaders no less alert and no less thor- 


oughly trained than the teachers in our public schools. 

Pastors and church sessions that enjoy the assistance 
of full-time salaried workers may well consider the 
service they can render their own churches by occas- 
ionally giving such workers leave of absence for the 
month of January, and such other encouragement as 
may be needed, that these faithful workers may avail 
themselves of the instruction and inspiration to be de- 
rived from four weeks of study at the Training School. 
Enrollment for the January Short Term is in progress. 
Classes will begin at 9.4. mM. on Thursday, January 4, 
1945, and examinations will end on February 4. All 
who are interested are invited to address The General 
Assembly’s Training School, 3400 Brook Road, Rich- 
mond 22, Virginia. 





FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Receipts—April 1, 1943—November I, 1943............... _. . $293,979.48 
Receipts—April 1, 1944—November I, 1944..... dost seruss ts oa 
Increase for seven months ........................... _...§ 25,429.16 


*This does not include the receipts for the Elders’ and Deacons’ Fund $38,932.67. 
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Christmas Plans for Homes with Children 





The Meaning of Christmas 


By DOROTHY R. SCOTT* 


Your CHURCH WANTS EVERY FAMILY TO FIND THE TRUE 
meaning of Christmas through religious observance of 
Christ’s birthday in the home. Can you and your family 
plan together to set aside some time each day when you 
may use these services together? Let the children help. 
Choose a special location—the mantel or a table in 
your living room—and place there an object or ob- 
jects that you feel have devotional value, such as a 
lighted candle, a Christmas picture, or an open Bible. 
Read the suggested Bible passage with the thoughts here 
printed. Let the children help with the reading and 
singing. 

The following Christmas services of worship are 
planned for use by the whole family in homes where 
there are children. 





Sunpay, DecemMBER 17—Christmas Gifts 


God, Himself, gave the first Christmas gift. Do 
you know what it was? Why did God send Jesus to be 
born as a tiny baby that night long ago in Bethlehem? 
Find the answer in your Bible in John 3: 6. 

Some Magi, or kings from faraway countries, came 
to see Jesus and brought rich gifts to honor him. We 
can find that story in Matthew 2:2-11. As we read 
we can remember that many people think the Wise 
Men’s gift of gold stands for love, the frankincense 
stands for unselfishness, and the myrrh for kindness. 


Prayer for Today 


Dear God, we thank Thee for loving us so much that 
Thou has given Jesus to be our Friend and Lord. Help 
-us to show our love for Him. Help us to keep selfish- 
ness out of our home. Help us to be kind. For Jesus’ 
sake. Amen. 





Monpay, Decemser 18—Planning Gifts 


We can bring our possessions to Jesus as the Wise 
Men did. He asks us to do so. But we can also bring 
some other precious things—our time, our talents, our- 
selves, our service—and use them for Him. Let us read 
how Jesus said we could serve Him by helping people 
who need us. Read Matthew 25: 34-40. 

Have you made a list of the Christmas gifts you wish 
to give? Have you planned a gift for someone not in 
your family or group of friends whose Christmas will 
not be as happy as yours? Can you add a gift like this 
to your list? 


*Superintendent, Junior Department, First Presbyterian Church, 
Charleston, West Virginia. 
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Prayer about Giving 


Father in Heaven, we thank Thee for teaching us 
how to give gifts. Help us to give with love, unselfish- 
ness, and kindness. May we be able to help many other 
people and so show them something about Thy love. 
May we help those who need our help, and so. be 
helping Jesus. In His name we pray. Amen. 





TueEspay, DECEMBER 19—Bethlehem 


Several hundred years before Jesus was born, a 
prophet of the Old Testament pointed to Bethlehem 
as the place where a king would be born. Read about 
it in Micah 5:2. 

On Christmas Eve in 1865, a young American min- 
ister, Phillips Brooks, was at Bethlehem. In the quiet 
night he walked out on the hills around Bethlehem 
and looked back on the little town. He watched shep- 
herds with their flocks in the fields until nearly mid- 
night. He was so thrilled with the beautiful scene that 
three years later it led him to write a new Christmas 
song for the children of his Sunday school in Phila- 
delphia. “O Little Town of Bethlehem” is one of the 
most popular carols, written by a man who became one 


of the best-loved preachers of the nineteenth century. 
(Read this hymn.) 


Prayer 


O God, we thank Thee for this wonderful thing that 
happened at Bethlehem so long ago. We thank Thee 
for the baby that was born, and for the king that He 
grew to be. May we make Him truly king of our lives. 
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 





WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20—The Angels’ Song 


Today we read from the Bible Luke 2:8-14. 

Many song writers have used these words the angels 
sang to make other songs for us to sing. “Good tidings” 
the angels called their message, and that is just what it 
was to the world, the “good news” that Jesus was here. 
Can we sing about it together? (Sing “Hark! The 
Herald Angels Sing.”’) 


Prayer 


Father in heaven, we thank Thee for the good news 
which the angels sang. We thank Thee for the peace 
and mercy and good will and joy which Jesus has 
given the world through many years. May we help to 
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spread His love further and lead men to live again by 
His spirit of good will. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 





THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21—The Lowly Manger 


Read in your Bible Luke 2: 15-20. 

One of the things we love most to think about at 
Christmas is the little Jesus, a baby lying in his manger 
bed. Often we arrange little scenes in our homes and 
churches showing the crib with shepherds or wise men 
kneeling in front. From the time when we are very 
little until we are old, we love to sing this cradle hymn 
about the Lord Jesus. It is one of the oldest carols we 
have. One time when Martin Luther was busy pre- 
paring his Christmas sermon and his wife was busy 
with the evening meal, their baby ne to cry. Luther 
stopped his work and went to rock the cradle until 
the baby went to sleep. As he watched this baby that 
he loved he began to think of how Mary must have 
rocked her baby, how sweet and pure and good He 
was. The words of a carol came to his mind. Can we 
sing it together? (Sing “Away in a Manger.”) 


Prayer 


O God, we thank Thee for this Christmas season. We 
thank Thee that Jesus loved us and grew up to teach 
us how to love God and each other. May we have love 
and helpfulness in our home this day. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 





Fripay, DECEMBER 22—Our Christmas Carols 


For a long time after Jesus lived on earth, men talked 
more about what Jesus said than about what He was 
and did. This made Him seem very far away and hard 
to understand. In the year 1223, Francis of Assisi tried 
to change this. He told a certain man to set up in the 
church a little manger and to put around it the things 
that would be found in a stable. Then with the people 
looking at this scene, he told them the story of the first 
Christmas at Bethlehem. From that time on, people be- 
gan to make these little scenes for their homes. The 
children sang their Christmas songs by it. 

At the time when Francis of Assisi was trying to 
make Jesus seem very real to people, a musician, Jaco- 
pone di Todi, was trying to do the same thing. The 
church services in those days were all in the Latin 
language, and the common people could not understand 
them. Jacopone had heard folk singing and knew how 
the people loved music. He decided to write some of 
the Bible stories in simple words and set them to easy 
folk tunes. One of these first carols was a description 
of Mary and the little Jesus: 


“Come and look upon her child 
Smiling in the hay. 
See his fair arms opened wide 
On her lap to play.” 
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One of the very old Latin carols that is now sung in 
English is the “Adeste Fideles” or “O Come, All Ye 
Faithful.” Can you sing it and think of the happy people 
who have loved it for hundreds of years? Perhaps you 
have time today to sing several famous carols. 


Prayer 


Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for the beautiful 
music that is a part of our Christmas. Help us to feel 
that Jesus is near when we sing the carols. In His name 
we pray. Amen. 





SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23—Christmas Stockings 


It has been many hundreds of years since Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem. Many stories about His birthday 
have been told. In some countries they tell how the 
animals bow down to worship at midnight on Christ- 
mas Eve, or how the thorn trees burst into bloom for 
Christ’s birthday. In Russia there is the story of 
Babushka, the old woman who goes from house to 
house looking for the little king and giving good things 
to other children for his sake. One time many hundreds 
of years ago, there was a bishop named Nicholas who 
was a good man and rich. He loved to help people, but 
he always tried to give his gifts secretly. One evening 
as he walked along the street he heard a father talking 
in a poor home. He was in despair because he was so 
poor and his family was starving. Nicholas had some 
gold coins that he wanted to give the family so he 
quietly climbed up on the low roof and dropped them 
down the chimney. Now the children’s stockings had 
been hung by the fireplace to dry and the coins fell into 
them. After that, other children began to hang up their 
stockings to see if they would find any coins, af other 
people who wished to give happiness would slip gifts 
into them. 


Prayer 


Our Father, we thank Thee for all the good people 
who have tried to follow Jesus and make other people 
happy. Help us to give away something that we have 
to make others happy for His sake. Amen. 





SUNDAY, DecEMBER 24—The Christmas Candle 


Almost everywhere tonight you will see candles 
shining in people’s windows. There is an old legend 
in Europe that on Christmas Eve the Christ child comes 
back to earth, and people hope He will visit their 
homes. So they put candles in their windows to light 
the way. 

Candles may also remind us of Jesus Himself. Candles 
give light. If you were to walk along a dark path, a 
candle would help you to see. Christians like to think 
of life as a pathway, and of Jesus as the One who shows 
us the way to go. | 

Then, candles drip and drip, and give themselves 
away as they give light. Jesus was like that, always 
giving of Himself, His time, His help, His love. Do you 
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know people who are always giving themselves to help 
others? Are you like that? 


A Christmas candle burns tonight 
Upon the window sill. 

Its gleaming light shines up and down 
The darkened street, until 

Its waxy self is very short 

And all the feet are still. 


It makes me think of One who gave 
Himself to light the way, 

Who spent Himself for others. 

I seem to hear Him say, 

“Who gives a life unselfishly 

Gains all, this Christmas Day.” 


Prayer for Christmas Eve 


Dear Father in Heaven, we thank Thee for Jesus, 
whose birthday we celebrate tomorrow. We want Him 
to be in our home tonight and in our hearts. We want to 
follow the way He leads and give ourselves away help- 
ing others. Help us to be loving and giving. For His 
sake. Amen. 





Monpay, DecemsBer 25—The Christmas Star 


Has this been a happy, satisfying Christmas Day? 
Have you helped to keep peace and unselfishness in 


your home today? Such a day will be very pleasing to 
Jesus as a celebration of His birthday. 

Perhaps on the top of your Christmas tree tonight 
there is a gleaming star. This star at the tiptop seems 
to beckon to you as if it had a message. If it could 
speak, it might say, “I want to make you remember 
that first Christmas when a real star guided some wise 
men across the desert and mountains to the little cot- 
tage where the baby Jesus was staying with Joseph 
and Mary, His mother.” 

Although it was long ago, we still think of that bril- 
liant star. Out-of-doors at night we see many other 
stars and they seem to beckon to us, too. They might 
say to us, “We ask you to follow Jesus who is Christ 
the Lord. As you pray to Him each day, you are wor- 
shipping just as truly as did the Wise Men long ago. 
Bring your best gifts to honor the Christ child; your 
gifts of love and kindness and helpfulness. Theat can 
be your gifts such as everyone can bring to Jesus, not 
only at Christmas time, but on every day in the year. 


Prayer 


O God, we thank Thee for this Christmas Day. We 
thank Thee for the Christmas message of peace and 
good will. We thank Thee for Jesus who taught us how 
to bring peace and good will to the world. Help us to 
do our part to make Jesus known and loved over all the 
earth. In His name we pray. Amen. 





Parents and Juniors Using Graded Lessons 


DvRING THE LAST THREE WEEKS IN DECEMBER, JUNIOR 
boys and girls in churches using Presbyterian Graded 
Lessons will be working together on a unit called 
“Keeping Christmas Christian.” The formal statement 
of purpose that will guide the leaders of Juniors as 
-— plan the work and worship for their Junior groups 

: “To help the Juniors to know the real significance 
of Christmas as the season commemorating the birth 
of Jesus, God’s Son; and to help them to find satis- 
faction in planning for and carrying through truly 
Christian activities as their way of celebrating Christ- 
mas.” 

On Sunday, December 17, the Juniors will give spe- 
cial thought to the question “Why do we have Christ- 
mas?” Your family can encourage your Junior to use 
his Bible by letting him (or her) read aloud with you 
the Bible passages listed on page 42 in the pupil’s 
quarterly, Junior Bible Lessons. Note there the four 
suggestions under “Some Things to Do” and help your 
Junior see the importance of doing these things from 
week to week. 

On Sunday, December 24, the Juniors have a session 
which emphasizes “Sharing Christmas.” Already their 
plans for sharing material things will have been made 
and carried out. But the joy of sharing the Christmas 
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message of love through songs and stories should still 
be emphasized. Find out how you can co-operate with 
any plan the Junior Sunday-school group has made; 
and also make plans for your family to share in similar 
ways. Nothing can take ‘the place of or have the same 
value as a family of grownups and children taking time 
to do gracious things for others. 

“Making Christmas Last” is the emphasis that will 
be made at Sunday school on December 31. No place 
nor group is better able to find satisfaction in working 
toward the purpose for this week than is the home 
with its family group. The church-school leaders can 
help the Juniors discover w ays of making Christmas 
last, and they can help them realize that every day in 
the year should be a time for remembering Jesus and 
serving others because of love for Him. But the parents 
and other members of the child’s family can and must 
“Turn these dreams to noble action by ministries of 
love.” Christian courtesy: in the home, co- operative 
planning for the use of money, the consideration of 
the desires of other family members in regard to the 
use of the radio, the newspaper, and magazines; and 
some plans for extending courtesies outside the home 
can all be a part of keeping Christmas Christian, and 
of making the spirit of love last throughout the ei 

—A, L. 
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“The Lord Is in This Place” 


By PARK HAYS MILLER+ 


“And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, 
Surely the Lord is in this place; and I knew it not.” 


—Genesis 28:16. 


IN THE MORNING HOURS, AFTER HIS DREAM, JACOB REAL- 
ized that God had visited him. As I look back to my 
boyhood home, I also can say, “The Lord was in that 
place,” though often I was not aware of it. Now mem- 
ories tell me how vital God’s presence was and help me 
to discover how that presence was made real. 

My father was a practicing physician, an elder in the 
church, and for years superintendent in the Sunday 
school. The conversation in the home kept the church 
and its work constantly in the thought of the children. 

My father was often kept from meals or called from 
the table at mealtime to see patients, but the confusion 
of broken meals never interfered with a moment of 
reverent recognition of God as the Giver of every good 
and perfect gift, to whom we owed the food of which 
we were about to partake and whose blessing was the 
one assurance of the best use of the strength which 
the food would provide. 

Parents and brothers and sisters were bound together 
by the ties of family worship. After breakfast in the 
morning and at the close of the day Scripture was read 
and prayer offered. The father was the priest of the 
family and in his absence that responsibility was as- 
sumed by the mother. We were always led to feel that 
God was interested in our home, and we shared with 
him our hopes and fears, and found in him our help 
in every time of need. 

Frequently father was out visiting his patients when 
we retired at night. Particularly on such nights, when 
my brother and I retired, mother would sit in the room 
for a time reading. Quite naturally she would start to 
read aloud, and she was an excellent reader. Sometimes 
it was a story or a religious article. Often it was a por- 
tion of Scripture, and then, informally, just before we 
fell asleep, she would offer a prayer, perhaps recalling 
some experience of the day, but always expressing 
gratitude for God’s goodness, expressing trust in his 
care, and looking forward to the new day with its 
fresh opportunities. This was all so informal and so 
naturally done that we scarcely realized that we were 
being led into the presence of God. 

I never knew until long afterwards that a great sor- 
row came into my mother’s life when we were young. 
It was a sorrow outside our immediate family circle 
and one for which my mother was in no wise respon- 
sible. She frequently retired to a place of seclusion 


*Used by permission of The Christian Home. 
+Editor in Chief, Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. 
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‘at the ball. So he stood before a large beveled ~ 


where she found her consolation in God, and hid her 
sorrow from us lest she should bring a cloud over the 
family circle. We did not realize how much that un- 
selfish devotion and that secret fellowship with God 
had to do with our sense of God’s presence in our 
home. 


In our home there was an atmosphere of honesty 


- and integrity. There was no touch of hypocrisy. I re- 


member particularly a test of my mother’s sincerity 
which surprised me. Being the youngest child in the 
family, I would sometimes sit almost within the circle 
of adults who were discussing various problems. One 
day my mother and some of her friends or relatives 
were discussing a certain young man who wasted his 
opportunities at college. “I think it is a mistake to 
force an education on anyone,” my mother remarked. 
“If a son of mine did not wish to continue his educa- 
tion, I would not force him to do so.” There was my 
chance. I thought I wanted to quit school and go to 
work. So up I spoke. “Mother,” I said, “I want to 
quit school and go to work.” Her reply was unex- 
pected. “All right, son, when do you wish to start?” 
I was stunned. I discovered that my mother was as good 
as her word. I discovered that I had to face the realities 
of life and assume some responsibility for my decisions. 
And I discovered that, after all, I really did not wish to 
quit school. But I learned in addition that if I chose to 
continue in school, I was under obligation to make 
good use of my opportunities. 

My father had an unusual way of dealing with us 
when we were guilty of disobedience or carelessness. 
Many will think that his course was altogether illogical. 
For example, my brother had a new baseball bat and 
he wished to see how he should stand at the plate, the 
way he should hold the bat, and how he should swin 


mirror in a folding bed (there were folding beds in 
those days) and he watched his stance, his grip on the 
bat, and his swing. The imaginary ball became too real 
and he swung at it with such vigor that the end of the 
bat went through the mirror. What a tragedy! What 
would father and mother say? I do not remember what 
mother said but I know what father did when he got 
home. He marched my brother to the kitchen, where 
there was a large coal range, and ordered him to put 
the bat in the fire. Father and son watched it burn to 
ashes. A boy who through carelessness destroyed 
property with a bat did not deserve to have one. But 
that was not the end of the incident. When the punish- 
ment had been meted out, with all the illogic of a 
sympathetic father, he gave his son the money to go 
and buy another bat. Yet I believe we learned some- 
thing about the gospel and the Father in heaven in that 
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experience. My brother knew that he had been care- 
less and guilty, he had suffered for his carelessness, but 
he has also a glimpse into the heart of a father who 
suffered with his son. 

We had family good times, games and informal par- 
ties. Busy as he was, father often shared in occasions 
of merriment. He had a hobby of making caramels and 
on occasion would make a big batch of them. Guests 
were frequently in the home, particularly visiting min- 
isters and lecturers and theological students. At Ghrist- 
mastime father always sought out one or two persons 
away from home, perhaps students, and brought them 
into the family circle for Christmas dinner. These 

ests in whose lives religion was of first importance 
helped to bring into the family conversation and table 
talk much that contributed to the religious atmosphere 
of the home. 

Almost never did I feel that my parents were unfair. 
But once I had a misunderstanding with my father, and 
when we had talked it over he suggested that I go alone 


into another room and talk to God about it. That 
taught me more than one thing. The first was that 
wrongdoing was in the sight of God, and the other 
was that if I honestly felt I was right and my father was 
wrong, I could tell God so, for he was the Lord of the 
conscience. God was the real head of the family, to 
whom both father and son owed allegiance. 

Because my parents believed that God had made of 
one every nation of men, and because in Christ there 
is no east or west, Jew or Greek, there was no prejudice 
in our home. If a “foreigner” came to the church and 
had to be entertained, our home was his stopping place. 
Chinese, Japanese, Indian, Negro, all found a place in 
our home circle and at our table. 

When the sorrow of death entered the family circle, 
visitors who knew little of the consolation of the gospel 
said: “I do not understand the peace of this home. It 
would be easy to believe in God here.” And it was. 
Trust in God through the years brought peace in the 
time of sorrow. 





~ How They Spent the Day 


God bless the lonely 
This Christmastide, 


Who have none other 
Thee beside. 


Long ago there was set down in the book of Nehe- 
miah a formula for making a holiday a holy day: 

“Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and 
send portions unto them for whom nothing is pre- 
pared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye 
sorry; for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 

May the joy of the Lord be yours this Christmas- 
time. Surely it will add to your own happiness if you 
have the consciousness of having sent “portions unto 
them for whom nothing is prepared.” If, for example, 
your Joy Gift to Ministerial Relief has been the kind of 
“portion” you can remember with a good conscience, 
you will have the satisfaction of knowing that some of 
these 512 homes will be brighter on Christmas. 

How will the day be spent in these homes? In some, 
there are children to be provided with gifts, and to 
— joy in their turn. In other cases, “home” will 

a very lonely affair. Letters that came to the Louis- 
ville office just after Christmas last year give vivid pic- 
tures of the way the day was spent in three of these 
homes. In each case, the picture is one of loneliness, 
but also of Christian courage. 

“I am deeply grateful for the care of my son and 
myself, and hope that in that ‘house of many man- 
sions’ where my loved one is now, he too may know 
that the Church he loved to serve is now so kindly 
and faithfully caring for us. This is the first Christmas 
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I have spent without his kindly and loving presence in 
over 40 years, and we missed him very much.” 

“I spent Christmas day all alone. The earth here 
was one sheet of ice, and traffic was at a standstill. I had 
lots of good things to eat in the house, so I got on beau- 
tifully. I had a cold to entertain for Christmas, and that 
helped to employ a part of the time.” 

“I am grateful to the kind friends who made the 
sacrifice in order that the aged ministers’ families should 
receive the extra amount. When my dear husband was 
here he always laid a certain amount aside to be used 
for the poor and needy at the Christmas season. During 
his long illness it was a real sacrifice but it was a willing 
one; and the Lord blessed him, I know, for He pro- 
vided for his needs always. I have tried to remember 
the needy just as he did; and I have not suffered, but 
have been cared for.” 


Bless them, O Saviour, 
This Christmastide, 
Having none other 
To go by their side. 





A Prayer for Age 


O Lord our God, under the shadow of Thy wings 
let us hope. Thou wilt support us, both when little, and 
even to gray hairs. When our strength is of Thee, it is 
strength; but when our own, it is feebleness. We return 
unto Thee, O Lord, that from their weariness our souls 
may rise towards Thee; for with Thee is refreshment 
and true strength.—Sr. AUGUSTINE. 
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By WADE H. BOGGS* 


A LARGE NUMBER OF THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF 
our churches have a sense of responsibility for seeing 
that the business side of the church’s life is managed 
properly. Many of them have a sense of responsibility 
for furnishing the necessary lay leadership of the 
church. But very seldom is there felt a sense of obliga- 
tion for providing an adequate ministry. Yet the neces- 
sity of an adequate min- 
istry is admitted readily 
enough by all. 

The time has come for 
each local congregation 
to face this responsi- 
bility. It is perfectly 
clear that the Church 
must provide from 
among its own members 
a ministry for preaching 
the gospel at home and 
abroad. By an adequate 
ministry we mean one 
adequate both in number 
and in ability. 

One test of the Church 
at any given point in 
history is her ministry. 
If this is inadequate she 
can never be really 
effective. When the 
Church has been vigor- 
ous she has furnished a 
vigorous ministry. When 
she has been weak she 
has furnished a weak 
ministry. The old prophet was exactly right when he 
said, “Like people, like priest.” 

The time has come when our beloved Church ought 
to be deeply concerned about providing an dy 
ministry. For some years we have been graduating from 
our seminaries only enough men to refill the vacancies 
caused by death and retirements. Now with the war 
demands for chaplains, the Church is suddenly con- 
fronted by a critical manpower shortage. We do not 
have enough ministers today to supply the organized, 
self-supporting churches. Few, if indeed any, are left 
for organizing new churches in overcrowded indus- 
trial areas and for the work in foreign countries. Surely 
such -a condition is a sign of spiritual weakness and 
we ought to become deeply concerned about it. I can 
think of no more lamentable failure of which the 
Church could be guilty than the failure to beget, train, 


O Christ, hear us! 


_ “Dr. Boggs is Executive Secretary, Christian Education and Min- 
isterial Relief, Louisville, Kentucky. 
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Recruiting Spiritual Leadership 


A Prayer for 
Life Dedication 


O Thou who wert the Child of Nazareth, 
Make us see only this, and only Thee, 

Who camest but to do Thy Father’s will, 
And didst delight to do it. Take Thou, then, 
Our bitterness of loss, aspirings vain, 

And anguishes of unfulfilled despairs, 

And cast them into the great crucible 

In which the whole earth, slowly purified, 
Runs molten, and shall run—the Will of God. 


DinAH Maria MuLockK 






In Our Churches 


and send forth an adequate ministry. 

We dare not let this question rest by sim ly calling 
it the responsibility of the General Assembly. Such a 
disposal of this critical problem is so general that we 
as individuals do not feel a personal obligation to do 
something about it. Every individual church ought to 
feel under obligation to furnish at least as many min- 

isters as it uses in its own 
life. I know of one large 
church which in the past 
95 years has_ utilized 
eight or nine ministers 
but has produced only 
two—and these were 
both sons of pastors. 
That great church has 
produced a large num- 
ber of lawyers, doctors, 
merchants, bankers, and 
industrialists; but so far 
as ministers are con- 
cerned it has been not 
a producer but a con- 
sumer. Somehow that 
church has not recog- 
nized the responsibility 
and privilege of pro- 
viding its share of the 
ministry of that branch 
of the Christian church 
of which it is a part. If 
all our churches were 
like that one, our de- 
nomination would soon 
die out for a lack of leadership. 

At the other extreme, we have the example of a 
church of less than two hundred members which was 
discovered, about 30 years ago, to have sent out from 
among its membership, during the course of a long 
and honorable history, eighty-one men who had en- 
tered the gospel ministry. This is a remarkable record 
and suggests that there must have been some con- 
secrated plan to bring about this result. The plan was 
that of one elder who made it an invariable rule to 
press the claims of the ministry upon every boy who ° 
was received into that church. Through the efforts of 
this godly man, each boy was compelled to face the 
issue squarely and to ask himself whether or not God 
desired him to enter the gospel ministry. 

Probably the norm for the production of ministers | 
lies somewhere between these two examples. Certainly 
the most gifted and the most spiritually minded should 
face this call. Elders, deacons, teachers, parents, and 
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members have a responsibility in this whole area. 

Let us note a few very simple yet practical ways by 
which every individual church can have a real share 
in providing the ministry about which we are thinking 
at this time: 

(1) To begin with, we ought to pray to the Lord 
to send forth such a ministry. This is in accordance 
with what Jesus taught His disciples as to how they 
were to meet this critical need. He said, “Pray ye there- 
fore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth 
labourers into his harvest.” You recall that He taught 
this not only by precept but also by example, for He 
spent the whole night in prayer before calling His 
disciples. 

There are at least two valid reasons for our being 
instructed to pray to the Lord for ministers. On the 
one hand, only the ministers whom the Lord sends 
are the right kind. God deliver us from man-made 
ministers! Men who are prayed into the pulpits by a 
church are God-called. On the other hand, we do 
not really desire a thing very deeply unless we are 
willing to pray for it. If something is given us which 
we do not desire we shall not receive it gratefully nor 
use it wisely. So unless the Church prays to God 
earnestly for more and better ministers she will not 
receive them gratefully nor treat them with the right 
kind of appreciation. If Presbyterians are not truly 
praying to God for a supply of the right kind of 
preachers, it is not at all surprising that we have a 
record number of vacant pulpits in self-supporting 
churches, not to mention those on the mission fields. 

(2) Christian parents can dedicate their own sons 
to the work of the ministry. By this I do not mean 
that we are to give up our belief in a divine call from 
God. What I am trying to say is that there is a need 
for more Christian parents who will say to God, “Here 
is my son, wholly dedicated to Thy service.” If we are 
not willing to do this, I do not see how we can truly 
pray to God for ministers. How would you feel about 
meeting and praying to God for money to spread the 
gospel over the earth if you, having some money, re- 
fused to contribute for that purpose? Well, suppose 
you try to pray for God to call some young man in 
your local church to the work of the ministry—with- 
out being willing to see your own son called. It is 
hardly possible to suppose that any one would be 
serious in his prayer without being willing for his 
own son to go. 

Yet we have known of elders and deacons, auxiliary 
officers and Sunday-school teachers, who discouraged 
their own sons from considering favorably the call to 
the ministry. Before the present critical shortage is 
met, Christian parents are going to have to get in 





earnest about dedicating their own sons to this holy 
office. 

(3) The choice young men of the church can hear 
and heed God’s call to the work of the ministry. Such 
an action will lead to self-discipline and hardships, but 
nothing can bring to a person a life of greater useful- 
ness. After all, life is not merely an orange to be 
squeezed, but rather a great service to be rendered. 
Life is much more than eating and drinking and getting 
money to spend in luxurious living. There are things 
in life of far greater importance than the getting and 
spending of money. 

I am thinking of two brothers of comparable abili- 
ties. The one heard the call of God for preachers as 
He said, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” 
The one answered, “Here am I; send me.” God ac- 
cepted him, and sent him out as a preacher of the 
glorious gospel. He had the great satisfaction of seeing 
the scattered and shepherdless flocks rally in response 
to God’s message. His life has thus been a benediction 
to a great multitude. The second brother heeded the 
call to a life of ease and has led a self-centered ex- 
istence. He made his way to a position of importance 
in a great corporation. He enjoys a comfortable salary 
and the conveniences of city life; however, the impact 
that his personality has made on the life of the world 
is negligible when compared to that of the brother 
who gave his life in response to God’s call to the gospel 
ministry. 

The church of God is the biggest thing in the world. 
God’s work is the biggest job in the world. It requires 
big men with big minds and big hearts to do it right. 
It is reported that an influential committee once called 
upon Dr. James H. Thornwell, one of the fathers of 
our branch of the Presbyterian Church, to persuade 
him to accept an important office of state. Dr. Thorn- 
well declined the offer, saying that he was already 
filling the highest office possible to man in being an 
ambassador of Jesus Christ. 

A great English preacher, while a student in the 
university, turned away from the worldly ambition 
which earlier had guided his life and decided to go 
into the work of the ministry. It was with some hesita- 
tion that he wrote his father of his decision. (Why 
should it have caused him any anxiety if that father 
had been as close to his son as a Christian parent should 
have been?) But the father measured up in a fine way; 
for, that preacher tells us, he wrote at once saying: % 
would rather see you a preacher of the gospel, then to 
see you Prime Minister of Great Britain.” If more of 
our Christian parents had such desires—even though 
they kept them hidden in their own hearts—our 
supply of ministers would soon be adequate. 





CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


Budget Receipts—April 1, 1943—November 1, 1943.............. $52,785.53 
Budget Receipts—April 1, 1944—November 1, 1944.............. 65,069.23 


Increase for seven months...... 
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_. .$12,283.70 
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The Value of a Man 


By JOHN H. FISCHBACH* 


The following meditation is the first of a series of devotional 
addresses made before the Presbyterian Educational Association 
of the South, which met at Montreat, North Carolina, in July, 
1944. Mr. Fischbach prefaced his series with the following 
statement: 


“The general theme of this series of devotional addresses has 

been stated as: ‘Some Crucial Points of Difference Between 
Christian Education and Secular Education.’ A brief explanatory 
word is in order. It is not implied that the ground of distinction 
between Christian education and secular education is that the 
one is church-supported and the other state-supported. The 
terms ‘Christian’ and ‘secular’ are used here to designate two 
basic points of view or ways of life that inevitably express 
themselves in educational programs as well as in other forms of 
human activity.” 
SECULARISM IS A “THIS-WORLDLY” .WAY OF LIFE. A 
thoroughgoing secularist lives as if God did not exist. 
He sees man as the measure of all things and holds that 
the chief end of man is to enjoy himself as best he can 
during his brief span of years, for there is nothing be- 
yond the grave. 

The Christian, on the other hand, is continually 
aware of two worlds. The measure of all things for him 
is the will of God—the sovereign, wise, holy, loving 
God who is revealed in Jesus Christ. 

Of course, as we look about us we do not find pure 
examples of either Christianity or secularism. There 
are times when professedly Christian persons or in- 
stitutions exhibit a remarkable fondness for the secular 
way of life, and there are times when admittedly secular 
persons or institutions come much closer to the Chris- 
tian way of life than their point of view logically per- 
mits. In our deeper moments of reality we all know 
what it means to profess one thing and practice two or 
three. 

The theme for this meditation is suggested by a 
famous riddle that was propounded by the Sphinx of 
Greek legend: “What animal is that which goes on 
four feet in the morning, on two at midday, and on 
three in the evening?” You will recall that the penalty 
for failure to give a correct answer was to be devoured 
alive. You will recall also the reply given by the tragic 
hero (Edipus: “Man, because he goes on all fours as a 
child, on two feet as a young man, and with a staff 
in old age.’ ’ His answer is superficially correct, but 
actually it simply states in a more direct form the real 
riddle: “What is man?” 

This latter riddle is no parlor game affair. It is the 
question of the meaning of our human existence. Every 
individual and every group is required to make reply, 
and as in the ancient fable, the one failing to answer 
correctly is in-mortal danger. 

Of course, any answer that human beings can under- 
stand at all is bound to be a simplification of the total 





*Rev. John H. Fischbach is pastor of the Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, University, Virginia. 
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situation. There is a kind of simplification that is so 
superficial as to be worthless or even dangerous. But 
not all simplification is superficial. There is also a 
simplicity that illumines the truth and makes it under- 
standable in human terms. It is this simplicity that we 
must seek if we are to know the essential, saving truth 
about ourselves. One of the curses of contemporary 
education is that it has become so vast and specialized 
and departmentalized and disconnected that the process 
of education has become for many a source of con- 
fusion rather than enlightenment. We need simple and 
yet sound answers to the great questions of life as a 
solid foundation for our specialized tasks. 

In this spirit and at the risk of oversimplification in 
details, let us seek an answer to the question “What is 
man?” 

In our American society there are basically two 
answers that are being given, the Christian one and the 
secular one. They are not mutually exclusive at all 
points, and this, I think, should be recognized at the 
outset. For example, Christian educators and secular 
educators should find themselves in substantial agree- 
ment so far as the description of man’s physical make- 
up and development is concerned. Nor should there 
be much quarreling in the case of facts about human 
modes of behavior that have been brought to light 
by the disciplines of psychology, economics, sociology, 
political science, and so on, provided they are facts and 
not “stab-in-the-dark” theories. 

I repeat: on matters relating to the description of 
man’s physical make-up and ways of acting there should 
be substantial agreement between Christian educators 
and secular educators. Where, then, do they part com- 
pany? The basic cleavage may be put, it seems to me, 
in the form of this crucial question: “What is man 
worth?” This question must be answered ultimately 
not by observation, but by faith. 

Let us look first at the secular view of the worth of 
a man, and then at the Christian view. 

A secular person accepts, at least in theory, no evi- 
dence except that furnished by his senses. He sees the 
universe as an astonishingly complex array of matter 
moved by some force about whose origin he will not 
even pretend to guess. Man is simply one form assumed 
by the matter and energy of the universe and is differ- 
ent from other forms of matter chiefly in degree of 
organization. Of course, the secularist will admit that 
our human make-up gives us definite advantages over 
other forms of life. Generally speaking, we live longer 
than other animals, have greater capacity for pleasure, 
are clever enough to dominate other species. But the 
advantage is not all on one side. The lower creatures 
have fewer pains as well as fewer pleasures, less work 
as well as less power. And above all they are not 
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troubled with a sense of moral responsibility. They do 
not, as Walt Whitman put it, “lie awake in the dark and 
weep for their sins.” 

From this point of view, man has no “inalienable 
rights,” no inherent value. The value of a man is an 
arbitrary thing determined by the social customs of the 
community in which he lives. In practice this means 
that the value of a man depends on supply and demand. 
Animals of a rare breed have been sold for thousands 
of dollars; but men and women have been sold for less 
than that. And so we must say that one logical con- 
clusion of the secular view of man is the permissibility 
of slavery. Of course, we have a law on our statute 
books forbidding slavery, but it is one thing to forbid 
an overt act and another to do away with the premise 
upon which it rests. Many people who would indig- 
nantly deny being secularists or believing in slavery, 
nevertheless act on the premise that a human being is 
worth no more than the current market price, even 
if it means that a servant or employee shall be worse 
housed and fed than a pet dog or cat. 

Another of the manifestations of secularism that we 
are familiar with in our time is the political doctrine 
that the value of a man is strictly inferior to that of 
some group entity such as a particular race or nation. 
A man has no rights other than those conferred upon 
him by his race or nation. His value depends upon’ his 
usefulness in serving the ends of the nation or the race. 
I think that I need not go into detail concerning the 
consequences of this doctrine of the value of a man. 
They have been spread across the pages of our news- 
papers for a long time now. 

Suppose we apply to the secular evaluation of man 
Jesus’ test: “By their fruits ye shall know them.” What 
do we see? We see an agelong record of vice and 
cruelties and oppressions rising up to condemn it. 

Someone may say, “Name the true answer to the 
— ‘What is man and what is he worth?’” We 

istians can put it in another form, “Who is the 
true answer?” And we can reply, “Jesus Christ who 
was born ‘in the fulness of time’ as a baby in Bethlehem, 
who died on a cross and rose again from the dead.” 

We believe that he is not only the revelation of God 
to man, but also the revelation of man to himself. In 
the New Testament he is called “Ezxzmanuel . . . God 
with us,” “the Word ... made flesh,” the “Son of 
God,” but also the “Son of man.” As Dr. J. S. Whale 
sei it: “The man Christ Jesus . . . is what God means 

y ‘Man’ and what man means by ‘God.’ ” 

What are we to make of His lowly birth as a human 
infant if not to see the message that our humanity is so 
related to God that it is capable of receiving God 
Himself? And what does our affirmation that Christ 
the Son of God died for us, have to say about the value 
of a man if not to cry: “Look to Calvary and you 
will see God’s evaluation of a man.” 

Here we have the highest doctrine of humanity that 
has ever been proclaimed on earth. It is made explicit 
in the words and deeds of our Lord Jesus Christ. We 


470 





find him speaking and thinking of us as made in the 
likeness of God, as children of God by creation and 
potentially sons in full communion with God. We find 
him assuming in us a power of reason and conscience 
and free will, a knowledge of good and evil which 
belongs to a higher order of being than the creatures 
of wood and field and water. “How much then is a 
man better than a sheep?” “Fear not ... ye are of more 
value than many sparrows.” 

Our Lord Jesus did not go to pains to explain and 
defend and justify this view of human nature. He was 
convinced of its truth with an unshaken conviction 
that we believe is the revelation of God, and he acted 
upon his conviction consistently and with power. 

We do well to remember that he spoke and lived 
not only, or even primarily, with scholars and philos- 
ophers and men of power, but also with peasants and 
fishermen and publicans and harlots and outcasts of one 
kind and another. And he told them about God, not to 
cast them into despair, but to bring them hope and the 
power of a new life. 

There is a magnificent doctrine of man in the parable 
of the Prodigal Son. Prodigal mankind is lost, but is lost 
precisely because it once belonged to God. A man may 
be a sinner, but he is still a child of God, and there is 
still a place for him at his Father’s house. He may live 
among swine, but he is not a swine, for he is still 
capable of remembering his Father’s love, and there is 
in him the possibility of responding to that love. 

There is a story connected with the portrait of 
Dante which is painted on the walls of the Bargello in 
Florence, Italy. For a long time it was assumed that the 
picture had been destroyed, for no one living had ever 
seen it. At last a man decided to search for the picture. 
He went to the place where people said it had been 
painted and found a room full of junk with the walls 
covered with heavy, dirty whitewash. After clearing 
the room and cleaning it, he began carefully and 
patiently to remove the dirt and whitewash. He was 
rewarded with the discovery of lines and colors long 
hidden. At last his work was done and the face of the 
great poet was once again visible to the eye. 

In that story we have a poor picture of the work that 
Christ can do in the heart of man—restore the likeness 
of God and bring it to the light of day. I know of no 
better way of understanding the worth of a man, any 
man, than to realize that such a possibility is in him— 
that no matter how stained and dirty and habit-in- 
crusted he may be, Christ can bring out in him the re- 
flection of God’s own face. 

Is it any wonder that the Christian view of man, 
with all its emphasis on man’s sinfulness, is yet good 
news—such good news that it comes like a fresh breeze 
sweeping through a smoky city, blowing away the 
clouds and showing the stars? 

The Christian answer to the ancient cry, “What is 
man?” is not only an answer; it is a challenge to be a 
man, to respond to God with grateful adoration and 
with glad obedience. 
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Great Peace Have They — 


Who Accept God's Gift. 


“And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night.” 
“While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 
All seated on the ground, 


The angel of the Lord came down, 
And glory shown around.” 


“And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about 
them: and they were sore afraid.” . 


“Fear not,’ said he—for mighty dread 
Had seized their troubled mind— 
‘Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
To you and all mankind.’” 


“And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. 


“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 


“And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger. 


“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 


“Thus spake the seraph, and forthwith “ ‘All glory be to God on high, 
Appeared a shining throng And to the earth be peace: 
Of angels praising God, who thus Good will henceforth, from heaven to men, 
Addressed their joyful song: Begin and never cease!’” 


As we approach the Christmas season and let our minds travel back over the years to that other sea- 
son when God “so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life,” we witness the divine love of God who gave such a gift to 
us. Christ gave up for a while the glory that He had with His Father, and came into the world as a tiny 
babe in the manger at Bethlehem and in the likeness of men. It should be one of the great blessings of the 
Christmas season that as we accept the gift of God who loves us and the Christ who gave Himself for 
our sakes, our love for one another and for our Lord is deepened and strengthened. 

The message from these lines on the birth of our Saviour is a message of real joy—“good tidings of 
great joy,” and from Matthew, “When they [the Wise Men] saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding 
great joy.” Surely from the beginning God meant for us to be happy. As God made the outside world so 
lovely, with its blossoms of sweet fragrance, its birds of loveliest caroling, its sky of azure blue, its forests 
of bright verdure, we pray that He will make our world within more fair, more hopeful, more cheerful 
and bright, more noble, and more peaceful. The Christmas season should renew the joy in our hearts 
which had its beginning in the Great Gift of God, His Son Jesus Christ. 

The Christmas message is a message of Peace. In these dark days of a war which is being slowly 
won by the “blood, sweat, and tears” of the youth of the world, it is good for us to think of this peace. 
With duties oppressing us, with sorrow surging around us, with loved ones far away, can we still hear 
the angels’ song? Can we hear Jesus whispering, “Peace, be still”? Or again hear Him say, “Peace I 
leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give | unto you. Let not your heart 
be troubled, neither let it be afraid”? Can we know and accept the fact that Jesus has vanquished death 
and all its powers, that He can conquer sin and avarice among nations, that He is reigning today on His 
throne? 

May hearts all over the world hear again the notes of peace on earth which proclaimed the birth of 
Jesus two thousand years ago, the Jesus through whom alone peace can come to a wartorn world. 

Great Peace Have They—Who Accept God’s Gift. 


Prepared by Mrs. T. SMITH BREWER 
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Kunming, Yunnan, China 
J 
Dr. A. J. Fisher, Executive SECRETARY OF THE NorTH “The Kunming Church is now self-supporting and 
American Committee of the CHURCH OF CHRIST _ is branching out in establishing other places of wor- t 
IN CHINA, has sent us these two pictures which were ship. There is a wide field and opportunities are limited I 
taken by the official photographer of the U.S. Army only by resources in funds and personnel.” S 
Signal Corps and presented to the Mission. Dr. a 
Fisher writes: k 
“The church was put up at a cost of nearly a mil- 
lion dollars (Chinese money), locally subscribed. 2 
It has a seating capacity of over two hundred. a 
“One picture shows Pastor Chiu in the pulpit. 
He is wearing the regulation CCC (Church of d 
Christ in China) pulpit gown, consisting of a black e 
robe of the Sung Dynasty style and a stole of white v 
silk with an embroidered design at each end, one I 
design the ‘flaming bush,’ the other the Latin a 
cross with a crown of thorns and a shepherd’s k 
crook. On the right of Pastor Chiu is a layman, 
whom, we think, is Mr. Frank Ling, the active : 
Secretary of the Mission. 
“This is the first unit of the Yunnan Church- - 
Mission Project. Residences for the staff (foreign 
and Chinese) are in the process of building. School Si 


buildings are also planned. 
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Archibald Alexander McFadyen 


—Beloved Physician 


An Appreciation 
By E. H. HAMILTON* 


GREATHEART HAS FALLEN IN THE BATTLE. No, NOT 
fallen, but promoted to a place where he can love even 
more and serve even better. But somehow I feel he will 
miss there the ragged beggars, the blind and lame, and 
pitifully poor sick folk, whom he loved to cheer and 
heal. Oh, yes, many of them will be there, but clothed 
in resplendent robes of Christ’s righteousness; and no 
longer will they have need of a beloved physician; for 
the Great Physician will have touched them and healed 
them forever, and changed their vile bodies into glory- 
filled bodies like unto His own. 

It is strange that to so many of his friends, the news 
of his homegoing on September 23 brought to mind 
that scene in the twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew, 
where the King said unto those on His right hand, 
“Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 
for I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye 
took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and 
ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me... 
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” And yet, 
it is not strange, because the Lord Jesus was there de- 
scribing so vividly the life of this great but humble 
and simple physician who labored in Suchowfu, North 
Kiangsu, China, for nearly forty years. 

“Doctor Mac,” as we affectionately knew him, was 
great without realizing it, good without knowing it, 
and giving without reckoning his gifts. 

Had he advertised the tremendous work he was 
doing in healing the sick (he saved hundreds of lives 
each year from death by kala azar alone), his name 
would have ranked high in the medical world. But he 
literally buried himself in his work of healing and was 
satisfied so long as the Lord Jesus was his statistician. 
His award of a Phi Beta Kappa key by his Alma Mater 
(Davidson) affected him not so much as the tear- 
dimmed “Kan bsieb! Kan hsieb!” (“Thank you! Thank 


*Mr. Hamilton is an evangelistic missionary and was located at 
Suchowfu, China, in the North Kiangsu Mission until evacuated. 
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The operating room—an old wooden table in a mud-walled 
thatch-roofed house, ceiled with spider webs 


you!”’) of a poor Chinese woman whose child he had 
healed. 

He had real goodness without a hint of self-righteous- 
ness. He loved his Lord and his Church, and he reck- 
oned his office of elder in the Presbyterian Church 
among his highest honors. Every Sunday morning, even 
after being up all through the night with emergency 
calls, he would be in his pew at the Suchowfu West 
Gate Church. The weather might be freezing, and the 
church of course was unheated, but there he was in his 
place of duty. 

He was constantly “giving and forgetting the gift”: 
giving of his time, his money, his strength, himself, un- 
stintingly. The greatest joy that he and his good wife 
would get at Christmastime, even greater than the joy 
of entertaining the entire mission station about their 
hospitable table (and what hilarious joy that was!) 
was their giving a feast to the blind, the halt and 
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maimed, and hungry folk; and then telling them the 
“Old, Old Story of Jesus and His Love.” 

He was a devoted husband and father and loved his 
home dearly. Four sons and three daughters grew up 
to honor their father’s name. The four boys all entered 
the service of their country, and John, the eldest, made 
the supreme sacrifice. 

Not only did Dr. McFadyen love his immediate 
family, but he loved dearly his “mission family,” and 
his fellow missionaries looked upon him as a brother 
beloved. ; 

The way Doctor Mac would “take a day off” was 
to go with one of us evangelistic missionaries to the 
country for a strenuous ert 8 clinic, treating scores 
of people for every conceivable kind of disease, from 
elephantiasis to the itch! And the clinic generally 
wound up with eight or ten eye operations for en- 
tropion (“ingrowing eyelashes”). One day after such 
a country clinic with Dr. McFadyen I wrote home to 
friends in America as follows: 


How I wish you could have been with me all day 
today (April 20, 1933). Yesterday afternoon I went 
back to Suchowfu to get “Doctor,” and this morning 
we woke at daybreak, and came down in Rin Tin Tin 
(our Model-T Ford). Three hours’ shaking over a ter- 
rible road (at 11 miles per hour) landed us in “Double 
Ditch” (Shwang Go). Doctor McFadyen came here 
to hold a special eye clinic, because last month when 
holding a general clinic here there were so many eyes 
needing “cutting” that he decided to return for this 
eye clinic. 

Nearly all day long, from about ten a.M. on, Doctor 
Mac was operating on eyes. Woman after woman, sev- 
eral men, and one little boy, all came with eyelids 
turned under, and ingrowing eyelashes, and the remain- 
ing bristles in turn had scraped and irritated the eyeballs 
to such a degree that blindness had come in several 
cases, while others were fast approaching blindness. 
For an operating table we used a rough, wooden table 
placed near the door; just without the door stood a 
curious multitude watching the astounding work of 
this foreign wizard who could cut open people and 
sew them together again! 

Here, for instance, led by a kinsman, is a seemingly 
old woman (though she really is still in her forties), 
with two A Sate slits where eyes should be. “Climb 
up here, Big Mother,” we say to he: as we help her 
onto the crude operating table. I drop in cocaine 
through the inflamed slits, and then Mr. Gee, the 
Chinese nurse, holds out a hypodermic needle of co- 
caine, which Doctor Mac takes and quickly injects into 
both upper eyelids. Next he slits the inside cartilege 
of the “<4 ids, and then with forceps he grasps the 
bulging lids, and with scissors cuts out a great sector of 
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each lid, and then with silk thread sews together the 
gaping hole. Of course the bleeding from such inflamed 
eyelids is copious, and I stand by with absorbent cotton 
to help Mr. Gee do the “blotting.” Soon both eyelids 
are sewed up, and this tension on both upper lids pre- 
vents the ends of the lids from curling under, and the 
destructive lashes*are no longer “ingrowing.” Both 
eyes are bandaged up, and her kinsman leads her away. 
Mr. Gee remains for two or three days to do the post- 
operative treatments. ; 

Some present-day critics of missions talk much about 
how missionaries should “share” more with the natives, 
If Dr. McFadyen, with his wonderful skill, had per- 
formed similar operations back in America, he would 
have charged, even at “depression prices” from $20 
to $50, U. S. money (equal to $90 to $225 Chinese 
money). What he actually charged each patient, in- 
cluding operating fee, medicines, and after-treatment, 
was ten cents Chinese money—two and a half cents of 
our American money! I call that sharing with a ven- 
geance. And that’s not all: that day we tried to share 
with each one who came the most priceless treasure 
that we have—our Saviour. We would have been un- 
worthy of our high calling if we had brought onl 
physical sight, without leading these poor gropin soll 
to Him who said, “J am the light of the world: he that 
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life.” 

After the clinic was over and the medicines all packed 
away, Doctor and I took a stroll on the old city wall 
of Shwang Go. On the way he said to me, with a feel- 
ing of great satisfaction, “Well, I’m glad we came to- 
day. If I had done nothing else but operate on that one 
little boy, it was worth the long trip because that little 
fellow would surely have gone blind.” 

When we returned to the chapel at dusk, there in 
the yard sat another woman with two bleary peepholes 
for eyes, and those peepholes turned pathetically to- 
ward us. “You're too late, Big Mother,” we said. “Why 
didn’t you come earlier? All our medicine is packed 
up, and the clinic is over.” “Oh, can’t you take me?” 
she pleaded, “I didn’t know about your being here until 
a little while ago. I’m almost blind; can’t you take me?” 
And then the “Good Physician” in him made reply, 
“Well, come along, Big Mother; I'll fix you up’— 
though it meant no little trouble to unpack the instru- 
ments and prepare for another operation. And as I fol- 
lowed them to that rude operating room there in the 
twilight a strange hush came upon me, and I felt as 
though I were following Another whose joy it was to 
heal the blind and to bind up the brokenhearted. 


Yes, Greatheart has fallen. Who will take his place 


out there in China after the war, in the greater war 
against suffering, filth, disease, and sin? 
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First Woman’s Auxiliary Training School for Snedecor Memorial Synod, Stillman Institute, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 


The First Woman's Auxiliary 


Training School of 


Snedecor Memorial Synod 


EvER SINCE THE INITIATION OF THE PLAN OF HAVING A 
special Field Worker for the Woman’s Auxiliaries of 
the Negro churches in our Assembly, there has been a 
growth in the development of leadership in that group 
in our Church. Miss Louise B. Miller, elected two years 
ago by the Committee on Woman’s Work to serve in 
this capacity, has been doing a quietly effective service 
throughout these years. One definite evidence of this 
was the marked success of the first Woman’s Auxiliary 
Training School of the Snedecor Memorial Synod held 
at Stillman Institute, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, August 23- 
30, 1944. 

This School was not only historic, but also significant 
because of the representative character of work ac- 
complished, the spiritual blessings received, and the 
further establishing of a sense of more loyal support 
of our whole Church program on the part of the 1000 
and more women represented by those delegates who 
attended the School. ‘Their testimonies showed they had 
received there a better understanding of our Church, 
and consequently a deeper gratitude for it and a desire 
to give themselves more fully through it to the supreme 
task of Christian witnessing. 

The delegates attending this School represented 
eleven states. There were official delegates from Wom- 
an’s Auxiliaries in each of the four Presbyteries of 
Snedecor Memorial Synod, and in addition delegates 
from churches that are members of Brazos, Louisville, 
Mecklenburg, Nashville, St. Louis, and Winston-Salem 
Presbyteries. There were seven women who came from 
local churches of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. 
and found a warm welcome and helpful fellowship. The 
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official responsibility of the delegates attending this 
School was a matter of interest, too, for they repre- 
sented practically every office in the presbyterials and 
local auxiliaries, and also other phases of leadership, 
such as Sunday-school teachers, choir members, adult 
leaders in young people’s groups. In all there were sixty- 
seven delegates in addition to the faculty, speakers, and 
Stillman Institute leaders, each of whom made strong 
contributions to the program of inspiration, instruction, 
and Christian fellowship. 

Four courses of the Auxiliary Training School cur- 
riculum were offered for credit: Methods of Bible 
Study, taught by Mrs. S. H. Askew; study of II Co- 
rinthians, led by Miss Janie McCutchen; Organization 
and Program of the Woman’s Auxiliary, by Mrs. John 
P. Walker; Program Building, by Miss Louise B. Miller. 
In addition, there was a daily devotional period based 
on the theme Personal Witnessing, led by Mrs. Askew 
and Miss Janie W. McGaughey; and a class in Parlia- 
mentary Law, taught by Mrs. H. C. Dean. 

The Platform Bible Hour was under the leadership 
of Rev. L. W. Bottoms, pastor of Grace Presbyterian 
Church, Louisville, Kentucky. This series of studies 
under the theme, “If thou knewest the gift of God” 
brought to the School challenging, practical messages 
which were used to strengthen personal Christian living 
and direct service in the name of Christ into areas of 
need all about us. 


During the afternoon periods there were personal and 
group conferences led by Miss Annie Tait Jenkins and 


(Continued on page 478) 
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Southeast Asia 


FOREIGN MISSION STUDY MATERIAL 
JANUARY—FEBRUARY, 1945 


Our Church is joining this year with all the other churches 
in. studying the theme, SOUTHEAST ASIA. It is proving to 
be one of the most popular mission study themes in years. 


It is an area where: 


Many of our Armed Forces now are. 
In a past generation Christian work was begun. 
Six of our own missionaries are in a concentration camp. 


This is an opportunity for members of our Church to learn 
about the activity of other Mission Boards in this area which 
just now is so much in the headlines. It is just because we do not 
have Foreign Mission work in this area that the study is appeal- 
ing to many. We in our service in Africa, Brazil, China, Japan, 
Korea, and Mexico “would not be made perfect” without the 
service of these other workers in their part of the world. And 
their service without ours would also not be made perfect. 


Books for Adults 


The main study book for adults and young 
people is West of ‘the Date Line, by Constance M. 
Hallock. Names of places in current headlines ap- 
pear frequently in this story of Christian progress 
in Southeast Asia and the islands of the Southwest 
Pacific. Strikingly illustrated with photographs and 
maps, this book is admirably suited for group use 
by both young people and adults as well as for 
individual use. 

Paper only, 50 cents. 
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bo nereeeeianan Unfolding Drama in Southeast Asia 
UNFOLDING DRAMA 


| 
IN by Basil Mathews. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA This book presents a rich background on 


the missions and churches of this part 
of the world, facing as they now do the 
vast changes that have been brought by the 
war. It is a gripping book for individual 
reading as well as a text for advanced study 
groups. 

Paper, 60 cents. 








BASIL MATTHEWS 
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Books for Pioneers 
Tales from Southeast Asia 
by Alice Hudson Lewis. 


Here are six interesting stories of adven- 
tures of Christians in Southeast Asia writ- _ 
ten for junior high boys and girls but 
suitable for any age group. 


Paper, 50 cents. 


SOUTHEAST 





EAGLE BOOKS 


11—Blind Eagle (Father Jackson, Burma) 
26—The Book in the Pillow (Judson, Burma) 


38—Send Me Among Savages (Chalmers, South 
Seas) 


These are true stories about missionaries and their 
work. Paper, 10 cents each. 
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Book for Primaries 
A Bell for Baby Brother 
by Jessie Eleanor Moore. 


Stories about children helping in homes, J xs 
schools, churches, and communities around 


the world. 


Book for Juniors 
Beyond the Blue Pacific 
by Alice Geer Kelsey. 
Ten stories for Juniors. 
Paper, 60 cents. 
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Paper, 60 cents. 


February 
February 


February 
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Discussion and Program Suggestions have been 
prepared for Adults, Seniors, Juniors, and Primaries, 
at 25 cents each. Picture sets for young children are 
also available. Children and Their Homes Around the 
World, 75 cents per set (eight pictures). Postcard size, 
25 cents per set. 

Full plans for the Foreign Mission Study Season in 
January-February are being mailed to each Secretary 
of Foreign Missions in the Auxiliary of the local 
church by the Educational Department of the Execu- 
tive Committee of Foreign Missions, Box 330, Nash- 
ville 1, Tennessee. 





Happy Birthday to You! 


1—Mrs. Gordon C. Woodward, Brazil 

1—Rev. John W. Vinson, China (Interned 
in P. I.) 

1—Dr. T. Chalmers Vinson, China (In- 
terned in P. I.) 

1—Miss Lena Fontaine, Korea* 

3—Mrs. Langdon M. Henderlite, Brazil 

3—Mrs. J. C. Crane, Korea* 

3—Rev. Edward E. Lane, Brazil 

3—Rev. H. L. Ross, Mexico 

3—Mrs. J. I. Paisley, Korea* 

4—Dr. J. Tinsley Smith, Jr., Africa 

5—DMiss Ida McL. Black, Africa 

8—Rev. Wm. A. Linton, Korea* 

8—Mrs. J. B. Woods, Sr., China (Retired. 
Address, Davidson, N. C.) 

g—Rev. W. H. Hudson, China (Retired. 
Address, 616 W. Washington St., Green- 
ville, S. C.) 

g—Rev. John P. Minter, China* 

g—Mrs. H. H. Munroe, Japan* 

g—Mrs. H. M. Woods, China* (Retired. 
Address, 5 S. Oxford Ave., Ventnor, 
N. J.) 


February 10—Miss Susanne A. Colton, Korea (Retired. 


Address, 901 Stahlman Bldg., Nashville, 
Tenn.) 


February 1o—Rev. Lacy I. Moffett, China* 


Februa 


12—Miss Ruth Worth, China* 


February 13—Rev. J. R. Woodson, Brazil 

February 13—Miss Florence Virginia Lewis, Africa 
February 13—Miss Mary B: Crawford, Africa* 
February 14—Dr. J. McL. Rogers, Korea* 
February 14—Rev. H. M. Washburn, Africa 


DECEMBER 1944 


February 16—Miss Lucy Grier, China* 

February 17—Dr. Robert R. King, Africa 

February 17—Mrs. H. S. Allyn, Brazil (Retired. Ad- 
dress, Agencia do Pan Air, care Lyman 
Allyn, Avenida rio Branko, Rio de Ja- 
neiro, Brazil) 

February 20o—Mrs. S. M. Erickson, Japan (Retired. 
Address, Mission Court, Richmond, Va.) 

February 21—Mrs. E. H. Hamilton, China* 

February 21—Rev. L. O. McCutchen, Korea (In Hon- 
olulu, H. I.) 

February 21—Mrs. M. P. Young, China* 

February 22—Mrs. Lacy L. Little, China* 

February 23—Mrs. Lloyd K. Boggs, Korea* 

February 24—Mrs. A. H. Miller, Africa 

February 25—Miss Mary Lee Sloan, China* 

February 25—Rev. J. C. Crane, Korea* oi 

February 25—Rev. Frank W. Price, China (Chengtu, 
W. China) 

February 26—Rev. A. L. Davis, Brazil 

February 26—Rev. C. H. Smith, China* 

February 28—Miss Virginia Allen, Africa* 

February 29—Mrs. William Rule III, Africa 


*Now in U.S. 


Nore: As our missionaries are moving from place to place, we 
cannot give permanent addresses so far in advance of the birth- 
day date. The Educational Department, Box 330, Nashville 1, 
Tenn., will be glad to supply the address on request near the 
birthday. No communication is possible at the present time 
with -Japan, Korea, Occupied China, or the Philippine Islands. 
A Birthday card unsealed, with signature only, may be sent for 
1% cents. If cards are sealed they should bear the regular 
first-class postage—3 cents for Brazil and Mexico, 5 cents to 
Africa. Should cards be sent to the Educational Department to 
be forwarded, first-class postage should always be attached. 
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The First Woman's Auxiliary Training School of Snedecor Memorial Synod 
(Continued from page 475) 


other members of the faculty; opportunity for under- 
standing helpful literature available through our 
Church; and directed recreation under the leadership 
of Mrs. Rosa R. Wilkerson, who is especially trained in 
this field, and who was sent as a delegate by the Vir- 
ginia Annual Christian Conference of Negro Women. 
Other leaders who contributed much to the blessings 
of that week by their presence and spoken messages 
were: Dr. R. D. Bedinger, Rev. Charles E. Tyler, Miss 
Marion Wilcox, Dr. Claude H. Pritchard, Mr. Curry 
B. Hearn, Dr. James G. Patton, Jr., Mrs. J. W. Mc- 
Queen, Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Jackson, and the four 
Presbyterial Presidents: Mrs. H. A. Martin, Mrs. 


E. L. Wright, Mrs. Vaughn Parrish, and Mrs. Geneva 
K. James. 

To all who shared in making possible this first 
Woman’s Auxiliary Training School we would ex- 
press our appreciation. Individuals and groups all over 
our Assembly, under the leadership of our Committee 
on Woman’s Work, the Woman’s Advisory Commit- 
tee, and the Presbyterial Presidents, as well as our 
Field Worker, Miss Miller, were greatly used through 
their gifts and prayers. We believe there will be fruit 
from such investment that will live on through years 
to come. 

—JanieE W. McGaucGHey 
Secretary of Woman’s Work 





“As the Saints Go Marching Home” 


RacHeL Stronc Crawrorp (Mrs. CHAP) PASSED TO 
her heavenly home on July oth. Funeral services were 
conducted in the Beattyville Christian Church by the 
Rev. John R. Clarke, Presbyterian minister of Jackson, 
assisted by others. 

Mrs. Crawford 
was born near 
Athol in Lee 
County, Kentucky, 
where she grew up 
and was married to 
Mr. Chap Craw- 
ford, and there 
they established 
their home. At an 
early age she 
united with the 
Presbyterian 
Church where her 
father was an elder. 

She was a pio- 
neer of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the Kentucky mountains and she 
served for more than 50 years; in sickness and in health, 
‘in sun and shade, she was ever faithful and loyal. The 
home at Athol had its “prophet’s chamber” where Dr. 
E. O. Guerrant, as well as many others who came from 
time to time, found a place ready and a hearty welcome 
awaiting them. Ministers and women workers, many of 
whom are now foreign missionaries, will remember 
Mrs. Crawford’s friendship and kindnesses while they 
were working in this part of the country. Many who 
have taught at Lees College and at the Highland Insti- 
tution have spent happy, restful week ends with her 
and were refreshed to go back to their dormitory life 
after the visit in her gracious Christian home. 
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Before the organized work of the women came into 
existence her presence could always be counted on at 
the meetings of West Lexington Presbyterial where 
she took an active part in all phases of the work. Friends 
of “The Blue Grass,” coming to attend the Mountain 
Workers Conference at Jackson, never counted their 
visit complete without having seen or visited Mrs. 
Crawford. From the time of the organization of the 
Guerrant Presbyterial she took an active part in its life 
and work, serving in many different offices. Only a 
short time before she went to Florida, she resigned the 
office of historian. 

The last years of her life were spent in Beattyville 
where she, as always, found her place in her beloved 
church. After the loss of the church building by fire 
she, with the other faithful women there, continued 
the work of the auxiliary. 

For years she had been in failing health and, hoping 
to gain her strength, she went to Florida where she 
spent the last few months of her life. Letters to her 
friends were full of her great joy in the fellowship of 
her church life in Tampa. With longing for her earthly 
home she started back to her native state, but ere she 
reached it she was called to the heavenly home. 

Dignified and gentle of manner, her soft voice 
brought solace and cheer to many who went to her 
for counsel and help. She loved children greatly and 
although she had none of her own, many found refuge 
and love in her home through the years. 

Our work in Kentucky has lost a valuable friend and 
worker, but we rejoice in the assurance that “as the 
saints go marching home” she is in that blessed com- 
pany. 

Maser C. HA 
Community Worker 
Levi, Kentucky 
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We Have Only 


Begun— 


By S. B. LAPSLEY* 
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Educational Building, Coleman Place, Norfolk, Virginia 


“AFTER THREE YEARS, AREN’T ALL THE IMPORTANT PLACES 
provided for?” A truthful answer to such a question is 
that the work of providing chapels, churches, teachers, 
and preachers for new communities where large num- 
bers of people have come to stay has only begun. 

The cities of our Southern states continue to grow 
even under the handicaps of wartime restrictions on 
home building. In city after city, plans have been care- 
fully made for suburban developments which will make 
these places great metropolitan areas, having the cen- 
tral business sections surrounded by a number of smaller 
communities that will be towns in themselves. Even 
in the small cities, similar plans for such building on a 
smaller scale have been made and others are under con- 


*Rev. S. B. Lapsley is Director for the 1944 Home Mission Emer- 
gency Fund Campaign. 
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sideration. The growth of the South did not begin with 
this war; it is not likely to end when peace comes. 

As this is written, letters from Texas cities where 
alert Presbyterians are also planning and working give 
facts which lend support to the views expressed by this 
writer. 

. From San Antonio: “The view from the top of a 
hill, looking to the north and northwest, shows block 
after block of homes for over two miles, with no 
church in sight. This is one of three like sections—all 
a permanent development—where there is no adequate 
ministry by any church.” 

From Houston: “One hundred and sixty Presby- 
terians desire a Presbyterian church. The closest 
Presbyterian church is four or five miles away. The 
population of this area is above 10,000.” 

The remarkable growth of some of our new churches 
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gives emphasis to the unique character of the present 
opportunity for assembly-wide church extension. Two 
examples of this, one from South Carolina and one 
from Texas, are of great interest. 

From Charleston, South Carolina: The Cosgrove 
Avenue Church was organized on December 7, 1941, 
with 35 members; its membership on April 1, 1944, was 
165. Two missions of this church extend its ministries 
to near-by communities. 

From Fort Worth, Texas: The Ridglea Sunday 
School was organized on August 16, 1942, in an un- 
finished store; the church was organized on April 25, 
1943, with 57 members, and moved into its new church 
building on June 3, 1944. The present membership is 
134, with 150 in the Sunday school. This congregation 
has established an outpost in a northwest section of the 
city where there are 1,500 homes. 

The most comprehensive plan within our Assembly 
for relocation of existing churches and establishing 
new congregations is that of Norfolk Presbytery. The 
vision which inspired that plan has been matched by 
the care with which it has been projected and the faith 
which sustains the expectations of the leaders of the 
movement. “There are 16 projects in the making, to be 
completed during 1943-1944 and 1944-1945, namely: 
nine church plants with modern, up-to-date buildings 
and complete departmental space. Five of these 
churches are to relocate and will be enabled to minister 
to from three to eight additional new communities. 


These already self-supporting congregations are ex- 
pected to grow into congregations with from 350 to 
600 members. Two other churches will be built on 
their present sites; they are now stunted in their growth 
because of inadequate space and are outdated in struc- 
ture and appearance; these two churches will probably 
double their membership and continue to be self- 
supporting. Our program calls for three new chapels, 
two of which are just about completed. The other two 
churches are being built in entirely new fields and will 
organize with a membership of about 300 each, and 
should double this membership within 18 months or 
2 years, and should take their places in the Presbytery 
among our strongest churches. We have before us the 
needs of three new communities which have no church 
or Sunday schools and fourteen other fields that have 
outgrown their plants and need new buildings or 
greatly improved facilities for doing effective work.” 

The results of the work already done are such as to 
justify the faith and reward the service of the leaders 
in the Norfolk development. Yet no informed person 
thinks that the growth of the Church has reached its 
climax in that Presbytery. 

Similar movements are under way in other presby- 
teries. To list them all would require more space than 
is allowed. These examples are submitted as being typi- 
cal of our greater opportunities and as evidence that 
after three years, our Home Mission expansion is only 
well started. 





Progress at Overland 


By CHARLES W. OWENS* 


IN 1906 A COMMISSION oF St. Louis PRESBYTERY OR- 
ganized a church in a small residential section of St. 
Louis County, then known as Overland Park. A few 
years later the name was changed to Overland Presby- 
terian Church. Members of the Commission had no 
idea that this new church would some day be in the 
center of a residential district of 30,000 people. A large 
number of these people have moved here since Jan- 
uary 1942. 

Beside the old residential section, which is over- 
crowded, there are several privately built housing 
projects. In these some 2500 homes have been com- 
pleted in the past two years. These have been built in 
areas removed from the business section and the estab- 
lished churches. 

With this influx in population the Overland Church, 
having just come to self-support, found itself with a 
budget a little better than doubled and severe growing 
pains. Beside taking care of the added numbers at its 
doorstep, plans were made to minister to those groups 


*Rev. C. W. Owens is pastor of the Presbyterian Church at Over- 
land, Missouri. 
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at the outer edge of town. These people are so near to 
us and yet so far away. This is particularly true today 
because of the inadequate transportation facilities. and 
gas rationing. 

We have two Chapels established in school buildings, 
each about a mile and one half from the church, and 
about two miles apart. In order for us to carry on this 
work it was necessary for us to receive some financial 
help. Through the appropriation made by the Assem- 
bly’s Home Mission Emergency Fund we have secured 
the full-time service of a lay worker, Miss Evelyn 
Hughes, formerly of Louisville, Kentucky. Miss 
Hughes is responsible for the visiting and the religious 
education work in these two sections. Since she has 
taken over her duties, our average combined Sunday- 
school attendance has gone from 115 to 200. 

The two chapels, though close together, serve two 
entirely different groups of people. Buder Chapel, 
which was organized last December, had in the month 
of June an average attendance of 45 against an average 
of 25 in April. There are 102 homes which this chapel 
serves and the nearest church is about a mile away. 
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Overland congregation leaving 
the church after morning service 


These people are of good 
background, a large per 
cent of them being college 
graduates who would or- 
dinarily be active in church 
work, but most of them 
had not even attended 
church in the past two 
years until we established 
our work there. At a recent 
communion service a 
couple attended and stated 
that this was the first such 
service they had gone to 
since moving into Buder 
Park a year before. 

Several of these people 
have been willing to assume 
leadership responsibilities 
and this help was greatly appreciated in the recent Va- 
cation Bible School. The school was conducted for 
two weeks with an enrollment of 57 and an average 
daily attendance of 50. None of these children had 
ever attended Bible School before and begged for its 
continuation at the end of the two weeks. 

The grow th of the work done in this area will be 
slow, but it is greatly needed. There are only about 15 
children over the age of ten and these have been or- 
ganized into a young people’s group that meets each 
Sunday evening. There are about 96 children under 
ten years of age and of course they are the ones who 
could not attend Sunday school if there were not one 
in their immediate vicinity. 

In the chapel at Iveland we find another situation. 
This work was begun about five years ago under the 
leadership of the men of the church. For the first three 
years its Sunday-school enrollment averaged about 35. 
Now we have an enrollment of 82. In this community 
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there have been added recently some 400 new homes. 
For the most part the people are transient, a large num- 
ber of them moving from rural areas. However, we 
have been able to do some good work in this com- 
munity with the help of several substantial families of 
the Overland Church already living there. Around 
these people we have built a departmentalized Sunday 
school and have started a circle of the Woman’s Auxil- 
iary which has made exceptional progress, 

This community has a wealth of young people and 
in the near future we expect to expand the young 
people’s program that is now being conducted. These 
young people assisted in the Vacation Bible School, 
which was quite successful, having had an enrollment 
of 74 and an average attendance of 63. At present we 
are not having preaching services at Iveland but quite 
a few of the adults and young people come to the Over- 
land services. We have received into our church ten 
members from this section in the past year. 

Beside these two outlying sec- 
tions in which we now have estab- 
lished work, there are two other 
sections of about 500 homes in 
reach -of our church. These are 
without established Protestant work. 
We are ministering to them, how- 
ever, and some of them come in to 
Sunday school and church. A large 
number of them do not have cars 
and, since there is no other trans- 
portation available, must walk a 
little more than a mile and a half, 
which is not practicable in the 
winter months. 

Under the direction of the ses- 
sion of our church, we have several 


Buder Park Sunday School 
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teams visiting in behalf of the church each week. We 
have had as many as 800 family prospect cards in our 
files. We can never hope to receive a large number of 
these families into the church because they are transient 
and are hesitant about breaking their home ties. They 
feel that some day they will go back and take up where 


they left off in their home churches. But on the other 
hand, there is a great need for us to work with these 
people while they are in our midst and for that reason 
we seek to extend the ministries of our Church to as 
many of them as it is possible to reach. 





A Brief History of the 


By J. MARTIN SINGLETON* 


Presbyterian Church at Pasadena, Texas 


VERY FEW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES DOUBLE THEIR 
membership within a two-year span. Our church lacks 
only two of having done that from July 1, 1942, to 
August 1, 1944. On the former date, the membership 
was 71, and on the latter, 140. Let us look briefly at 
the beginning of this little church. 

During the summer of 1936, in a little village south- 
east of Houston, Texas’ largest city, a handful of in- 
terested Presbyterians decided to start a church. They 
received the sponsorship of the Central Park Church 
in Houston, and a mission was started with about 13 
members, including children. This mission struggled 
for some few years until finally, in October of 1940, it 
was organized into a church with 42 charter members 
and a regular pastor, who had been with them in the 
mission work about a year. 

This Presbyterian Church in Pasadena, on the Hous- 
ton ship channel, started meeting in a union hall and 
after some months a small band house was purchased 
from the school and was moved to a lot that the church 
had purchased. Then, as the months went on two Sun- 
day-school rooms were added, one of them 14 by 22 
and the other 30 by 24. The auditorium is 36 by 22. To 
add these extra rooms and improve the auditorium, 


*Rev. J. M. Singleton, pastor. 


$1,300.00 was borrowed from the Assembly’s Home 
Mission Committee. This amount has been paid in full 
in two years. An additional lot was purchased in 1941 
and another in the spring of 1943, which now gives us 
three lots with a total value of $1,200.00. 

Brief though the above statements are, they tend to 
convey something of the fine showing made in the 
midst of struggle, and, as well, the comparatively new 
field we have here. It should be mentioned that Pasa- 
dena is not a new field for some of the other churches. 
Over one half of the eleven denominations now here 
were here before the Presbyterians so we have no ex- 
clusive field. 

A word should be said about our community. Four 
years ago the population could hardly have been 4,000. 
Now it is estimated at 18,000. The reason for this 
growth lies in the location of numerous industries 
along the ship channel. We have a Shell Refinery five 
miles below Pasadena, a Sinclair Refinery, the Cham- 
pion Fiber and Paper Company, the Crown Refinery 
(recently doubled in size), a new synthetic rubber 
plant, Sheffield Steel (across the channel), and two 
shipyards: Houston Shipyards, employing about 20,000 
men; and Brown Shipyards, employing about 10,000. 
Then, under construction, is the Southern Acid and 


Some of the new homes in Pasadena Gardens 
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Chemical Company plant here, and the Du Pont Chem- 
ical ee plant about ten miles above the channel. 

To care for the growth of the community in the 
face of the industrial expansion, some 1,025 new homes 
have been contracted for construction during the last 
six months, and over one half of these are finished. One 
project alone, Pasadena Gardens, is to have 744 homes 
when completed. Some 4oo0 families have already 
moved into this section, with a family average of about 
6.5, we are told. 

To the Pasadena citizens of vision, our future growth 
as a city seems assured. Should the shipyards close after 
the war, it is to be expected that the many other indus- 
trial workers living in Houston and working out here 
will move out to be closer to their work. Also, new 





industries should continue to locate on the ship chan- 
nel. 

We are keenly interested that Presbyterianism keep 
pace. with the growth of our city and the other 
churches. To that end we are now employing an archi- 
tect to draw sketches and preliminary plans for a new 
church building. We have $2,000 in our building fund, 
$1,000 of which came from the Emergency Fund of 
1943. We will continue to need outside help for a few 
more years as our church is made up almost solely of 
industrial workers, there being no business or profes- 
sional men, nor heads of industries included within the 
membership. Given this assistance and encouragement 
we shall, with God’s help, continue to go forward in 
the cause of our Christ! 





Brief Sketch of the Life of Mrs. J. F. Holden 


WE PAUSE HERE FOR A MOMENT TO DWELL UPON THE 
character and influence of one whose memory we hold 
dear and sacred. 

The life of Mrs. J. F. Holden came to an end on July 
21, 1944, at the Tee 2 
little Chapel she 
helped to estab- 
lish and at a place 
she held most dear. 
The Vacation Bible 
School had been in 
session all that 
week at the Chapel 
near her home. The 
family felt that she 
was not able to go 
to the Chapel to 
camp this time but 
“Grandma,” as she 
was affectionately 
called by all who 
knew her, was 
very insistent upon going to the church one more time. 
All week she rested at her camp house, showing her 
usual interest in the children and the Bible School. On 
Friday she and her family realized the end was near. 
Just before nightfall on that day, the call came and she 
fell asleep. Her last words were, “I’m ready to go 
whenever my Lord comes.” ; 

Mrs. Holden was one of those saintly characters who 
has come up out of great tribulation, and who has 
washed her robes and “sade them white in the blood 
of the Lamb.” 

Cicen Burriss Holden was born near McAlister, 
Indian Territory, May 25, 1862. At an early age she 
became a member of the old White Spring Church. 
She was married three times. Her first husband was 
Edward Brown; to them was born one daughter, Sibie 
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Brown Hume, who resides at Fillmore, Oklahoma. 
After Mr. Brown’s death, she became the wife of 
Stephen John; to them were born two children, one 
dying in infancy, and Saunders John, who lives near 
the Holden home. When Saunders’ wife died, leaving 


‘him with two little girls, Adeline and Mary Ella, he 


moved into the home with his mother, who very care- 
fully trained these girls into noble womanhood. 

On June 11, 1906, Mrs. Cicen John was married to 
Rev. J. F. Holden, of Wiley, Indian Territory. Theirs — 
has been a happy Christian home, bearing rich fruit in 
lives of her children and grandchildren. Beside the 
careful rearing of Adeline and Mary Ella, Mr. and 
Mrs. Holden have sheltered, fed and clothed a number 
of orphan children. At the time of her death, Marie 
and Elmer Culberson, orphan children, were being 
cared for in the home. 

While her faith was simple and childlike, her love for 
her Lord and His Church dominated her life. As long 
as she was able, she was faithful in her attendance upon 
Indian Presbytery and the Cherokee Lake Conference. 
One of her last conversations the writer had with her 
was about a tent she had bought to use at Cherokee 
Lake Conference. Due to war conditions, however, the 
Conference has not been held for the last two sum- 
mers so she never had the pleasure of using her tent. Her 
spirit has at last found an abiding place, a tabernacle 
not made with hands. 

A short funeral service was held on July 24 at 
Luffy’s Chapel by Harvey Peter, a Methodist minister. 
A memorial service was held on October 22 by Dr. 
Firebaugh and the Rev. L. A. Lawrence, close friends 
of the family. “Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord.” ' 

Mrs. R. M. Firesaueu, Hugo, Okla. 
(Worker among the Indians for 
more than thirty years.) 
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Aaron Cusher 


CorporaL AARON CUSHER, 18032332, Co. I, gtH IN- 
fantry, died in France on August 4th from wounds re- 
ceived in active combat. 

Aaron Cusher had all the athletic ability of the tradi- 
tional Indian. He 
had been on all the 
teams of the vari- 
ous schools he at- 
tended and was able 
to make a basket- 
ball team while in 
training in this 
country. Then, 
too, he took an in- 
terest in the cul- 
tural things of life. 
Duringahigh 
school term he read 
every book avail- 
able on etiquette, 
and it was his de- 
sire to do things al- 
ways in the best 
style. This interest 
made him ever 
considerate of others, and last Christmas our Beech- 





tree Church and the Smithville High School were 
surprised and elated to have the season’s greetings 
from Aaron, then somewhere in Ireland. 

This eagerness to improve himself and to be useful 
led to his likeness being in a Home: Mission leaflet on 
the Indian Work of Our Church. In body, mind, and 
soul he was typical of the young Christian Indian of 
all America. 

Aaron volunteered early in the present conflict. His 
country needed him and ‘he did not wait until events 
shaped his destiny. He was in training here and then 
spent some time in Ireland and England. He was always 
quiet, unassuming, with all the Indian love of friend- 
ship and good humor, and very loyal to the folk at 
home. His letters to his parents were never far apart. 
He remembered to care for them and they were very 
devoted to him. He never made any great demonstra- 
tion about the church, but asked again and again about 
the work and its progress. His pastor was always in 
correspondence with him. He walked strange soil and 
saw new scenes, but the religious activities of the home 
community were never far from his thoughts. 

Oscar GARDNER, Pastor 
Beechtree and St. Matthews Churches near 
Broken Bow, Okla. 


Churches. of Distinction 


By HENRY W. McLAUGHLIN* 


Our CHURCH IS FACING A CRISIS. SINCE 1940 THE 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., has lost 50,255 in Sunday- 
school enrollment. This is destined to affect very seri- 
ously the results in evangelism. In 1940 we had a 
Sunday-school enrollment of 82 for ev ery 100 church 
members. This would give an expectancy! of 39 to 
be received on profession of faith for every 1,000 
church members. Take the average for the year 1940 
and 1941 and we find it was 39. 

In 1944 we have a Sunday-school enrollment of only 
68 for every 100 church members, instead of 82. This 

ives us an expectancy of only 32 for every 1,000 
church members. We actually have 33, but if the 
Sunday-school enrollment continues to decline, we may 
expect the results in evangelism to decline with it. 

There are 142 churches and groups of churches in 


*Rev. H. W. McLaughlin, D.D., is Director of the Department of 
Country Church and Sunday School Extension. 
1 See The Gospel in Action, page 31. 
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“A’ Group 


the Assembly which have a Sunday-school enrollment 
larger than the church membership, a spiritual birth 
rate of 5°% or more, and which contribute to four or 
more of the benevolent causes. These are on our lists 
of churches of distinction. Their average Sunday- 
school enrollment is 144 for every 1oo church mem- 
bers. If all the churches in our Assembly had done as 
well, we would have 815,004 instead of 386,798 enrolled 
in Sunday school. These churches have an average 
spiritual birth rate of 8.2%, against an average of 
3.3% for the Assembly. If our other churches had 
acne as well, we would have received on profession of 
faith 45,411 persons instead of 18,510, as the Assembly’s 
Minutes reveal. 

It is interesting to note that these churches are located 
in areas where the population i is decreasing in normal 
proportion to those located in areas where the popula- 
tion is increasing. This is a demonstration that we 
can make an advance if we take the challenge seriously. 
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The churches of distinction are divided into “A,” The lists of “B” and “C” churches will be pub- 
“B,” and “C” groups. The “A” group has a Denier lished in subsequent issues of THE PRESBYTERIAN 


ship from 50 to 120. The figures following the Survey. 


churches and groups indicate the number of years they The following is a list of churches or groups havin 
group y P group g 


have been on the list of distinction. 


a membership from 50 to 120: 

















Ch.t S.S.t Rec’dt oF ft 
Synod Presbytery Church or Group Pastor Mem. Enr. P.F. B.R. 
ES rr ee Abitigdon...... ... GIA 1 er W. W. Preston......... 82 408 10 12.1 
Powell’s Valley*?........ > > — err aa 87 305 8 9.1 
Jewell Ridge*.......... Be. Oe Wes 0 be Ven bss 111 294 ee Pe 
MRMANGAS: 0. 2078S Ar bntisesss fh. 4533.10 a9 i eee Uk ae 54 75 13 24 
8 SY RE eke McGehee Ist...:.....:. 25 . See 82 100 8 9.7 
Rr eee SG a wa = oh hen PONE. 5 os vsuss ven H. M. Jefferson........ 64 66 5 7.8 
NO ties Tae ee ere hha peer fe AS a PP W. J. Hazelwood....... 118 143 7 5.9 
Mriguatas 238505 as wiess UN rd hh ws 50 v0.0 nave John Scott Johnson..... 110 169 9 8.1 
| ee ee cisco ate Warner Robins......... Dorsey 1. Bie... 6... 60 94 4 6.6 
MEP WPUOMY. oie cic saa pee SOI AMEE «nce oe cco Guerrant Mem. Gr. » sian We HAs JACEE .23 $28 98 244 6 6.1 
Lexington-Ebenezer...... gS ol 90 131 20 (2852 
bE a ee T. Duke Williams...... 116 168 21... AB 
CREE ERR Jeffersontown.......... Stated Sammy.......... oF 53 6 11.7 
aS Central Mississippi. ..... he, or ee Stated Supply......... 100 120 6 6 
NortH CAROLINA....... Albemarile.:: 2.5.1. /..66ti Johnson Memorial...... I AAT « WNEEMIBID SS casos x © 101 125 16 15.8 
CONG 1. cde sane Quaker Meadows Gr.?...Guy M. Morrow....... 102 166 7 6.8 
Immanuel... 0.6.2.5 De ks AMIE reat. b eiede:’ 57 104 11, 302 
Kings Mountain......... FABDRIMIGUE. 5.5.6 0:5 00s J. Hector Smith........ 85 91 910.5 
Mecklenburg............ NN; Chspietie’... <5 ik. B. F. Yandell.......... 111 121 8 42 
OKLAHOMA.......:..... SN hs ecctaes ee W. Nichols Hills. . _% . ae 72 123 5 6.9 
ET me Leighton Read....... 56 111 3 5.3 
SNEDECOR MEmorIAL....Central Alabama........ St: James Gr. 3 cia556:: gee: eee 58 134 5 8.6 
Central Louisiana....... ON BN ate W. SD no inva 618.8 88 150 5 5.6 
Westminster‘........... L. W. Haydel.......... 91 175 8 8.7 
SouTH CAROLINA........ ee eee Florence Moore Mem...W. M. Ford........... 54 56 4 7.4 
South Carolina.......... Todd Memorial........ Stated Supply.......... 65 75 6 9.2 
Liberty Springs?........ Stated Supply.......... 88 120 7 7.9 
WENNESSER...........-, IWRCHTIINIS SoS os pe cnais vcs 2 PO RE are a eae R. M. Hamilton........ 108 142 9 8.3 
SP Ul at eres Pe Brasoel 27.250 000%. CRAY A ren re Marsh M. Callaway.... 75 79 6 8 
EOMANRS « icrcwokd: «tastes nae m I inints << rte yekion Chas. M. Campbell... .. 78 91 7 8.9 
Iowa Park ist....-..... Stated Supply.......... 69 72 4 5.7 
Fort Worth... 5/4. 04%, $e SE ee Thomas W. Currie, Jr... 103 143 6 5.8 
DOLD, . Ai3 sid waka add Pbgeelet .. « «0 0. sith wants wie Oi Gi ARR tpigtd seeds 115 142 14, /.32.1 
Texas-Mexican.......... Houston Mex. 2nd?..... | OD ge 98 158 19... 8 
Beeville Mexican‘....... eS | A 72 130 7 9.7 
Fort Worth Mexican’. ..C. S. Guerrero......... 73 207 9: 952.3 
Taft Mexican.......... Isaac S. de Lugo....... 74 148 22.2 
Waco Mexican Gr.?..... by oe eae 100 140 6 6 
Taylor Mexican Gr.’....J. F. Martines......... 106 160 10 9.4 
Western Texas.......... Rocewert fat... 06.0. so . | Sere 101 123 6 5.9 
EE ae eee East Hanover........... Czechoslovak 1st®....... } Le ee 94 124 6 6.3 
Montgomery............ Rocky Mount?......... L. H. Patterson........ 82 152 10: 323 
Norfol j2, 22s eios Lion d Wythe?.......... a. We. G. DBVi8«s «si. ..5... 76 140 8 10.5 
S. Norton: bs tut. J. W. Lehmann........ 85 173 8 9.4 
a ee ae Ce Charles E. Canady, Jr... 107 183 62. 549 
WEsT VIRGINIA......... Bhesestone) os. 5's. od sig hh Matoaka Gr.?.......... 8 fl ee 104 144 14 13.4 
ii aE See yy oO ee a ee ae 76 175 4 iy 
Huflalo Gre... 2) Harvey H. Orr......... 82 194 6 
tChurch Membership; Sunday School Enrollment; Received on Profession of Faith; Spiritual Birth Rate. 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND PUBLICATION 
Budget Receipts—April 1, 1943—November 1, 1943.............. $48,520.88 
Budget Receipts—April 1, 1944—November 1, 1944.............. 53,995.10 
Increase for seven months......... 685 PIGiS.enp etl $ 5,474.22 
ASSEMBLY’S HOME MISSIONS 
Budget Receipts—April 1, 1943—November 1, 1943............ $128,990.65 
Budget Receipts—April 1, 1944—November 1, 1944............ 142,423.83 
Savsenues Tor aes Wi: |... no... $ 13,433.18 
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Auxiliary Atds and Activtttes 


December in the Woman's Auxiliary 


Someone has asked, 
“What does Christmas mean to you and yours— 


‘A yard of tinsel ribbon, 
A holly wreath, a day at home’— 


or does it mean, ; 
‘On earth peace, good will toward men’?” 


Christmas Prayer: 


“O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, 


Be born in us today.” 
PROGRAMS: 


Circle: General and Business Woman’s 
Toric: “Now—Every Thought in Captivity to 
Christ” 

“Every thought in captivity to Christ” is a challenge 
to a real Christian observance of Christmas. It is sug- 
gested that perhaps II Corinthians 10:7 might be ac- 
cepted as the key verse for this program. It would be 
most helpful if each member would use this verse as a 
mirror to look at herself from the standpoint of “out- 
ward appearances” and measure her personal value in 
the work of the Kingdom. 

Make special use of the fourth suggestion under 
“Findings from the Personal Bible Readings.” 

Helps for this program are found on pages 35-37 of 
“Now—Chbristian Living.” 


AUXILIARY INSPIRATIONAL: 


Toric: “Ever Since Bethlehem”—A Christmas 
Service 


This very impressive Christmas Service is by Kath- 
erine A. See of the Executive Committee of Christian 
Education and Ministerial Relief. Every Auxiliary will 
want to present this lovely program. It is different from 
former Christmas material and may easily be enlarged 
or simplified according to the need or desire of those 
presenting it. The glimpse into the “homes” in Bethle- 
hem, Nazareth, and America has an appeal all its own, 

All subscribers to the Auxiliary Program Literature 
receive copies of this material and nonsubscribers may 
order it from the Committee on Woman’s Work, 
Henry Grady Building, Atlanta 3, Georgia. Price, ten 
cents. 

Offering envelopes for the Joy Gift are ordered from 
the Executive Committee of Christian Education and 
Ministerial Relief, 410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, 
Kentucky. 

There are still 512 homes on the Roll of Ministerial 
Relief to whom your gift will mean real joy. 

This Christmas Service is a call for renewed dedica- 
tion of life to the Prince of Peace in whose name the 
Joy Gift is brought. 

“The Christmas Story” (Luke 2:8-20) suggested asa 
part of the Worship Service is available from the Com- 
mittee on Woman’s Work. This is very attractive and 
is priced at 2¢ each; 20¢ per dozen; $1.00 per hundred. 





Christmas Sharers Needed! 


Ir IS VERY PROBABLY TRUE THAT THERE HAS NEVER BEEN 
a time when there was greater need for loving hearts 
who will generously share their material gifts and gifts 
of a deeply spiritual nature with the people of the 
world who are in desperate need of kindness. Perhaps 
this article will suggest to many readers some way in 
which to make their own Christmas a richer experi- 
ence through taking the spirit of love and compassion 
to other folks. 


An Additional Gift to the American Bible Society 


“My word ... shall not return unto me void” is a 
wonderful promise. Constantly word comes of the de- 
sire for the Bible by men and women in service, of the 
comfort it gives to prisoners of war, to the sick and 
wounded, to people scattered throughout the earth 
because of war. There is a real need for more who will 
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share the Bible through their gifts to the American 
Bible Society, thus enabling that Society to place copies 
of the Bible and the New Testament in the hands of 
those who are bearing the real burden of this war. The 
Society wants to keep our army the greatest Bible- 
reading army in all of our national history, for that will 
be a long step toward winning the peace. PEACE— 
CHRISTMAS—two words that are closely associated 
in the minds of Christians. Your extra gift will add 4 
part to that long step now. 


Christmas Gifts for War Relocation Centers 


Again the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
is asked to provide Christmas gifts for people in these 
Centers. This year the Home Missions Council of 
North America, with which the Executive Committet 
of Home Missions co-operates, asks that gifts be sent 
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to three of the Centers, the number of gifts being almost 
as many as asked for in previous years. The gifts should 
be those that any boy or girl of the age suggested 
might enjoy. The addresses and distribution of gifts 
are as follows: 

Manzanar Relocation Center—Address: Christmas 
Gift Committee, Manzanar Christian Church, 15-15, 
Manzanar, California. 500 gifts as follows: 250 for 
households; 25 for boys, preschool age; 50 for girls, 
preschool age; 50 for boys, elementary school age; 
50 for girls, elementary school age; 50 for boys, high 
school age; 25 for girls, high school age. 

Colorado River Relocation Center—Address: Christ- 
mas Gift Committee, First Christian Church of Poston, 
Recreation Hall 19, Poston, Arizona. 500 gifts as fol- 
lows: 250 for households; 50 for boys, preschool age; 
50 for girls, preschool age; 50 for boys, six to twelve 
years; 50 for girls, six to twelve years; 25 for boys, 
thirteen to eighteen years; 25 for girls, thirteen to 
eighteen years. 

Rohwer Relocation Center—Address: Christmas Gift 
Committee, Rohwer Federated Christian Church, 20- 
6-F, McGehee, Arkansas. 776 gifts as follows: 250 for 
households; 150 for children under two years; 100 for 
children, two to six years; 75 for children, elementary 
school age; 25 for boys, junior high school age; 50 for 
girls, junior high school age; 50 for boys and 50 for 
girls, senior high school age; 25 for hospital patients 
(adults); 1 for hospital patient (child). 


China Looks to Us 


Throughout Europe and Asia there is great need 
today. One way in which people of the United States 
can show their friendship and appreciation to those 
nations that have borne the brunt of war and defended 
that same freedom for which this country fights is to 
increase every form of aid that can possibly be coh 
for saving the lives of people in these countries. oday 
China Relief is being enlarged to include India, Burma, 
Philippines, Dutch Indies, Malaya, and Thailand. When 
war ceases in any area, governments must provide 
mass relief; but funds must be available to permit mis- 
sionaries and national workers to give intimate aid to 
Christian groups and their non-Christian neighbors as 
direct Christian witness. Here is an appeal to American 
Christians of dynamic faith and sacrificial spirit. Chris- 
tians—destitute, homeless, hungry—in each of these 
seven countries need Christian friends this Christmas. 
China above all others has suffered through eight years 
of devastation from war, floods, drought. The care of 
six and a half million blind has been interferred with 
considerably by war! Malnutrition is the largest con- 
tributing factor to this vast number of blind Chinese. 
Will you write on your Christmas “Inasmuch” list an 
extra gift for China Relief? 


A Peace Bond 


The Golden Rule Foundation through various chan- 
nels stands ready to serve the needy and suffering in 
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the world today. This organization promotes among 
many fine things: Church Loyalty and Attendance, 
Stewardship Education, World Fellowship, Relief. Two 
ways are suggested to aid this splendid work: present 
to friends copies of the lovely Cathedral Poster Stamp 
Album and 200 stamps depicting 100 churches; buy a 
Double Duty War Bond for which you will receive a 
“Peace Bond and Certificate.” The Album makes an 
attractive gift, the bond adds to the general fund used 
in the work of the Foundation. For further information 
write the Golden Rule Foundation, 60 East 42nd St., 
New York 17, New York. 


Christmas Cards 


It is quite true that used Christmas cards are a real 
gift to our missionaries in Brazil. On these cards they 
have written Scripture verses, and distributed them 
widely among the people. Cards may be sent in bundles 
of three pounds each, marked very plainly “Used 
Printed Matter’ and addressed to one of our mission- 
aries in Brazil. Miss Frances Hesser in a recent letter 
said that she has used large numbers of these cards and 
can use more. Other missionaries in Brazil would wel- 
come bundles also. 

“Who gives himself . . .” With all your giving, give 
yourself. It may be through your prayers, through 
letters, through special visits, through little “extras” 
in your own family group which cost thought and time, 
if but little money. Christina G. Rossetti expressed it 
in these words: 


What can I give Him, 
Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd 
I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man 
I would do my part,— 
Yet what can I give Him? 
Give my heart. 


—Christina Rossetti 
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Sustentation 


(Continued) 


SYNOD OF KENTUCKY 


Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery 
Crabb, Rev. Cecil V., Carlisle 
Gardien, Rev. R. B. Ir. Cynthiana 
Horner, Rev. Norman, Lexington 
Ray, Rev. T. J., Jr., Sharpsburg 
Rhea, Rev. Trice C., Versailles 
Robinson, Rev. J. 8., Augusta 


Louisville Presbytery 
Bottoms, Rev. L. W., Louisville 
1111 8. Seventh 
Ramsay, Rev. W. A., Bloomfield 
*Rock, Rev. Edwin N., Louisville 
109 E. Broadwa: 
Scott, Rev. J. L., Elizabethtown 
Sturgess, Mr. Earl T., Shepherdsville 


te 2 
Travis, Rev. J. E., ~ ae 
ood, Rev. J. Brent, Jr., Fort Thomas 
i4 Avenell Place 


Muhlenburg Presbytery 


“Hardy Rev. R. W., Greenville 
ash, Rev. Sivyer I., Central City 
Willige Rev. Glenn A., Herndon 


Transylvania Presbytery 


Chumbley, Rev. C. M., Berea 
Mc “Rev. C E., New Providence 
Short, Rev. Havin ke Pleasant Grove 
Wailes, Rev. R. A., Paint Lick 


SYNOD OF LOUISIANA 


Louisiana Presbytery 


Aiken, Rev. ¥ K., Istrouma 
Alexander, Re ee Opelousas 
ty Rev. 1 a ., Kolin 

n, Rev. x W., " University 
perce "Rev. O Baton Rouge 
Miller, Rev. i “a Port Allen 
Williams, Rev. 8. B., Alexandria 


New Orleans Presbytery 


Alexander, Rev. I. O., New Iberia 
Ash, Rev. A. L., New Orleans 

239 Ridgewood 
Daffin, T. H., =< 
Kilgore, Rev. Robt. E., Raceland 
“eae, aa: J. N., New Orleans 

Broadway 

Riddle, pat. F. Ray, Jr., New Orleans 


Red River Presbytery 
Oana, Bey. A.B » Regie soll 
enney, atchitoches 
Littleton, “fe. . b., Plain Dealing 
Smith, Rev. R. MeNair, Shreveport 


6021 
Stokes, Rev. Alwin, Winnfield 


SYNOD OF MISSISSIPPI 


Central Mississippi Presbytery 


Anderson, Rev. 2. M., Rolling Fork 
Boyce, Rev. W. 8., Edwards 
Diekson, Rev. R. M., Camden 
Hall, Rev. W. A., Jackson 

Hatch, Rev. James, Kosciusko 
King, Rev. L. R., Meg 3 

Looney, Rev. J. M., Ackerman 
McNutt, Rev. J. W., Vaiden 
Stewart, Rev. J. ‘< " Belzoni 
Wardlaw, Rev. 0. W .. French Camp 


East Mississippi es ge 
Boyce, Rev. Sam, Baldwy 
Kirker, Rev. Geo. H., Sr, “Booneville 
vee Rev. aad gt M. “Nettleton a 
vangelist 
Went grit Chas. a: Ripley 
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Home Missionaries of the Presbyterian Church 


In Active Service (Section 2) 


Meridian Presbytery 
Blackwelder, Rev. L. N., Petal 
y, Rev. R. M., M 


een, Bes 4 F.L ~ 4 Springs 


elson, Rev. W. O., Ellisville 
Pickens, Rev. C. E., Ellisville 
Simpson, Rev. J. D., Newton 


Simpson, Rev. J. M., Lauderdale 


Tackett, Rev. J. R., “Mt. Olive 


West, Rev. T. Barton, Moss Point 
Wharton, Rev. T. J., Long Beach 


Mississippi Presbytery 
Duck, Rev. A. W., Wesson 


North Mississippi Presbytery 


*McLain, Rev. H. M., Oxford 
Streete, "Rev. L. A. a Rosedale 
Watson, Rev. P. M., Marks 


SYNOD OF MISSOURI 


Lafayette Presbytery 
Blain, Rev. R. Waller, Branson 


Crockett, Rev. Lennox, Sweet Springs 


Gammon, Rev. Wm. J., Eldon 


McCulloch, Rev H. v., Lees Summit 
Robb, Rev. W. Wcthes, ‘Longwood 


Strain, Rev. Robt. S., Calhoun 


Missouri Presbytery 


Barbee, Rev. T. e ” a ey 
Elliott, Rev. E 


Paris 
Henderson, Me Toll Fulton 


Schone, Rev. wap => Perry 
Wood, Rev. 8. G ., Auxvasse 


Potosi Presbytery 
Guthrie, Rev. H. T., Perryvil 


Reeves, Rev. Fred ot New Mactrid 


St. Louis Presbytery 


McCutchan, Rev. H. W., Pattonville 


*Watson, Rev. H. H., Clayton 


Wernecke, Rev. H.H., Webster Grove 19 


121 Park Road 


Upper Missouri Presbytery 
Barnett, Rev. H. R., Richmond 


Hunt, Rev. E. C., St. Joseph 
2202 South 11th Street 


Stewart, Rev. W. T., Kansas City 


4219 Agnes S 


treet 
Thorpe, Mr. Robt., North Kansas City 
Route 5 


SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA 
*Gillespie, RPO.” E., Greensboro 


x 11 


Albemarle Presbytery 


Coates, Rev. E. 8., Jr., Farmville 
Crawford, Rev. C. C., Elizabeth City 
Crawford, Rev. David C., Jr., Edenton 
Crosswell, Rev. Gower, Jr., Williamston 
Forbis, Rev. R. L., Jr., Rocky Mount 


101 Lancaster Street 


Hines, Rev. J. C., Swan Quarter 
Jackson, Rev. ng Harvell, Snow Hill 


Kessler, "Rev. L. W Thy boro 
. 


ite 2 
McDiarmid, ay: _- Greenville 


McFadyen, mar eR , Pinetops 


Walkup, Rev. J. W., Tarboro 


Concord Presbytery 


Barnes, Rev. F. A., Harmony 
Clontz, Rev. R. C., Marion 


Heyward, Rev. W. B., Kannapolis 
Parker, Rev. “i = Concord 


Ricks, Rev. aiek China Grove 
F. D.1 


R. 
Ruff, Rev. T. B., Old Fort 
Satterfield, Rev. J. A., Marion 
Shankel, Rev. ‘gta ., Lenoir 
Wilson, Rev. H ‘Concord 
‘ine ker Street 





Fayetteville Presbytery 


Barr, Rev. L. L., Fairmont 

Calcote, Rev. C. L., Benson 
*Gibbs, Rev. C. M., Dunn 

Gibert, Miss Marie, Fayetteville 
Jenkins, Rev. C. Ross, Fayetteville 
Kirkpatrick, Rev. G. F., Maxton 
Mullis, Rev. T. Ds Manl 

Ramsey, Rev. R. R ~ Springs 
Ratchford, ihev: J. E., yo 
Stephenson, Miss Margaret E., Angier 
Voyles, Rev. C. M., Cameron 


Granville Presbytery 


Kennison, Rev. J. S., Townsville 
*Lawrence, Rev. J. Cecil, Varina 
Newman, Rev. Howard, Kenl 
Ruppenthal, Rev. H. P., Durham 
Wirth, Mrs. Albert C., Kenly 
Withrow, Rev. J. D., Kenly 
Young, Rev. John W., Stovall 


Kings Mountain Presbytery 


Cobb, Rev. J. W., Cherryville 
Elliott, Rev. bs - _— 

Horger, Rev. T 

Manning, Rev. F ib Wothadiortiss 
Matheson, Rev. W ris Davidson 


Route 1 
Ratchford, Rev. R. H., Stanley 
Smith, Rev. John D., Forest City 
Smith, Rev. J. H., Dallas 


Mecklenburg Presbytery 


Buhler, Rev. W. R., Indian Trail 
Debele, Rev. F. C., Jr., Charlotte 
1322 Greenwood 
Gibson, Rev. M. R., Marshville 
Gill, Rev. L. y= Pageland, 8.C. 


Huneycutt, Rev. Pe. F, , Indian Trail 


, Stanf eld 


Hunt, Miss Ke Charlotte 
501 Hermitage Court 
Key, Rev. A. H., Monroe 
Shaw, Rev. A. W., Troy 
Smith, Rev. _ C., Monroe 
*Stone, Rev. R _H.. Charlotte 
Box 2537 
Taylor, Rev. A. T., Marston 
Yandell, Rev. B. F., Charlotte 
1100 E. 7th Street 


Huneycutt, 4 


Orange Presbytery 
Carswell, Rev. A. D., Sanford 
Route 3 
Claytor, Rev. N. R., Milton 
*Hodgin, Rev. C. E., Greensboro 
403 Ashboro Street 
FKnox, Rev. Robert, Reidsville 
_LaForte, Rev. John P., Leaksville 
Ro ute 1 
McLauchlin, Rev. W. C., Burlington 


Rout el 
McNatt, Rev. J. P. tL. High Point 


Walkup, Rev. J. S., East Burlington 
Whittington, Rev. K. L., Greensboro 


Wilmington Presbytery 


Blain, Rev. Cary R., Lake Waccamaw 


Cory, Rev. Philip M., Wilmington 
105 Maffitt Homes 

Cowan, Rev. L. F., Leland 
Craig, Rev. Carl B., Jacksonville 
Echols, Rev. J. T., Rocky Point 
Farrior, Rev. N. P., Pink Hill 
Myers, Rev. C. C., Wilmington 

308 Wrightsville Avenue 
Ormand, Rev. B. F., Chadbourne 
Phipps, Rev. J. R., Pollocksville 
Potts, Rev. J. R., Wallace 


Seawright, Rev. K. C., Morehead City 


*Wilson, Rev. G. A., Wilmington 
209 N. 13th Street 


Winston-Salem Presbytery 
Buchanan, Rev. Ralph, Pine Hall 


Calhoun, Miss Lois, Glendale Springs 


*Caudill, Rev. O. V., Elkin 
Dulin, Rev. D. =. *Coolesmes 
Haney, Rev. T. F.. Francisco 
Lytle, Rev. Fulton, Mt. Airy 








Johnson, Rev. J. 8., Lansing 

King, Rev. Hardin, Lexington 
Luke, J. W., Glendale Springs 
Meeks, Rev. B. A., 
Williams, . C.H 


SYNOD OF OKLAHOMA 


Durant Presbytery 


Downing, Rev. W. A., Holdenville 
*Firebaugh, Rev. R. M 


Lasenby, Rev. Harvey, Antlers 


Mangum Presbytery 
Becknell, Miss Elizabeth, 


Long, Rev. i a tar Oklahoma Git 
Ramsay, Rev. a C., Lawton 


SYNOD OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
Bethel Presbytery 


Den y, Rev. J. f. Rock H 
70 ie Main ery 


Row 
Nickell, Rev. W. Paul, Waxhaw 
Ratchford, Rev. W. D., Shar 


Charleston Presbytery 
Arnold, Rev. W. D., Estill 


Moore, Rev. Paul H., McClellanville 


Congaree Presbytery 


McDonald, Rev. D. M., St. Matthews 
Mitchell, Rev. A. M., Columbia 
Moye, Rev. E. Se 3 


Timmons, Rev. i K., 
625 Wildwood Avenue 


Enoree Presbytery 
, Rev. E. G., Jonesville 


Stogner, Rev. D. C., 
Therrell, Rev. L. O., Union 
Wallace, Rev. J. Q., Lockhart 


Pee Dee Presbytery 
Bo le, Rev. W. P., Hamer 


Simpson, Rev. A. M., 
Wilkinson, Rev. D. D., Timmonsville 


Piedmont Presbytery 


Frierson, Rev. W. C., Westminster 
Wallace, Rev. I. E., Pelzer 


South Carolina Presbytery 
Allen, Rev. C. F., Newberry 


SYNOD OF TENNESSEE 


*Cobb, Rev. J. Walter, Memphis 
198 Cresmere Place 


Columbia Presbytery 
Lindsay, Rev. A. T., Lawrenceburg 
Ramsey, Rev. Chas. S., Lynnville 
Turpin, Rev. G. H., 


Memphis Presbytery 


Daniel, Rev. T. 8., Jackson 
Hamilton, Rev. R. M., 
Route 3 


ou 
Hudson, Rev. R. M 
Kirker, Rev. Geo. H., Jr., 
Miller, Rev. Rudolph, Memphis 
3491 Buchanan Avenue 
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Nashville Presbytery *Foster, Rev. Wm. H., Sr., Lubbock Oldham, Rev. Geo. W., Hot Springs Day, Rev. Sherwood, Amherst 
Henderson, Rev. H. S., Smyrna Galloway, Rev. Emmett, Lovington Pruitt, Rev. 4 os Fairfield Dickinson, Rev. Paul C., Crozet 
Rev. oe Louie, Nashville New Mexico Rector, Rev. G , Lexington, Francis, Rev. A. T., Massie’s Mill 
Smith, Rey. W. L ., Allisona Lazenby, Rev. Walter, Jr., Portales _ Route. 6 Hutcheson, Rev. R. G., Cumberland 
New Mexico | Shannon, Rev. B. O., Broadway Kuykendall, Rev. N. W., Buckingham 
Owen, Rev. Calvin P., Coahoma Shiflet, Rev. ah a “+ joe Sa 5 ‘ ne 
ute sborn, Rev. F. W., Farmville 
SYNOD OF baecneas Fort Worth Presbytery Sparrow, Miss Stella, Vesuvius Shannon, Rev. H. W., New Canton 
*Whitten, Mr. J. G., Austin : Wood, Rev. A. W., Valley Center Talbot, Rev. Geo. B., Madison Heights 
102 E. 27th Street fice a. ee ne ee oni 
urrie, Rev. Thomas W., Jr., 
Fort Worth Montgomery Presbytery Winchester Presbytery 
McCubbins, Rev. C. R., Fort Worth Bolick, Rev. John W., Montvale béatint 
a BRAZOS PRESBYTERY Miller, Rev. Alva E., Handley Brown, Rev. D. M., Altavista : In West Virginia 
gs Anderson, Rev. T. S., Palestine Sholl, Rev. Wm. N., Haskell Brown, Miss Ethel, Shooting Creek Bailey, Rev. Paul E., Martinsburg 
: Bullock, Rev. Late, Houston nto _. \ Gute — re J x. — 
Nilkesboro ‘ar ace ; athey, Rev. H. L., Lexington ’ Pore a! fay” oer 
DeLoteous, Rev. Palmer, Houston Pris Pesshgtery f Childress, Rev. R. W., Willis Heaton, Rey. G. W., Springfield 
Freeland, Rev. J. H., Houston Hancock, Rev. C. Fred, Hallsville Guthrie, Rev. J. E., Pearisburg Reed, Rev. Ben, Burlington | 
* 6519 Gainesville McJunkin, Rev. J. E., Texarkana Hale, Rev. Henry E., Buchanan Trostle, Rev. J. A., Capon Bridge 
OMA Hall, 5 bog ncn age Miller, Rev. Earle, Jr., Greenhill Logan. Rov. CAs. A. mosmoke 
Knox, Rev. M. H., arton atterson, Rev. Leslie - 
Aen McNeill, Rev. D. A., Houston Western Texas Presbytery Rocky Mount 
lenville 1521 Yale Street ' See, Rev. R. Gamble, Floyd SYNOD OF WEST VIRGINIA 
Bryant, Mr. Winston R , Nataali 
go *Owea, Rev. R. L., Houston Byrd, Rev. John W., Sanderson pew Rev. B. F., Narrows 
1818 Portsmouth Street Davis, Rev. F , San Antonio Childrey, Miss Audrey, Pippin Hill Bluestone Presbytery 
tlers leis, Sov eee ~— City ‘ Crestholme Sturgeon, Miss Bennette, Floyd Currie, Rev. G. C., Mullens 
Riddle, 1 07. vo eatashey ener gaa 9 Elder, a. ty = Crystal “ Daniel, Rev. F. H., Red Jacket 
; = 
4 Singleton, Rev. Martin, Pasadena sete hag Aig? ns bet gull ag ce See ge Ae pad bev Wi nee 
shoma City oon hoe Eee aoe ny eae E. NG ~ Benavides Coxe, Rev. 8. O., Naxera ag ae . = a 
ahoma Cit ’ . ” ollar ev ockport » ‘ Keeton, Rev. R. P., Slab For 
oma City Brownweed Presbytery Shepard, _ .E, Ai ag om 4 Emurian, Yat SK W., “——e — pe eo + H., a nn 
wton rickler, Rev. Geo. B., Yoakum arren, Rev. Morris D., Oak Hi 
Gray, Rev. W. Bristow, Brownwood Wester, Rev. J. J., Rocksprings a Se F Gord oe Ocean View | Wilson, Rev. J. D., Scarbro 
ROLINA alana iar ciaama Williams, Rev, Geo. Fo Sinton eee, Sey. Ee Xs 
y Central Texas Presbytery Yeargan, Rev. M has Robstown Woteiues Buaiiabeey pg ng Presbytery 
: , | Benfield, Rev. W. A., Sr., Sinks G 
nellsville Bailey, Rev. H. M., Maysfield Gy. iv ata 
Ti Hall, Rev. Gaines B., Gatesville In res and y, pp 
7 “Kidd, Rev. J; P., Burnet SYNOD OF VIRGINIA Canady, Rev. Ch Ir., I lock ie i ax bik, 
) anady, Rev. Chas. r., Inverness ewis, Rev. Frank B., Elkins 
jock x gg Sl W. Bran dr Fairfield Hobbs, Miss Beulah i Ghhaeors | Lucke, Rev. R. O.. Greenville 
Newton, "Rev. Jas. H ., Clifton East Hanover Presbytery Arminstead Gardens | Rice, Rev. Roger M 
“a Williams, Rev. E. C., Bartlett Rowling, Sev. Mi. C.. Reshvsitie eee | Ruff. Rev.C.8 «White Siiphur Springs 
arson, Rev. R. D., Ashlan n Virginia Fvuil, 0. s 
oe Dallas Presbytery *Dennis, Rev. N. L., Richmond 19 serene ‘ ; ss as | Shiflet, Rev. A. B., Ga Mills 
i Haverkamp, Rev. F. W., Alexandria | Williams, Rev. E.R enick 
ler Campbell, Rev. C. M., Dallas : ___ 13 N. 5th Street , Johnson, Rev. Cliff R., Alexandria ov ae 
y Fernandez, Rev. Alberto, Dallas Fitzpatrick, Rev. Hugh, Richmond 23 Morgan, Rev. John W., Herndon } 
Galbraith, Rev. Wm. Fred, Iowa Park 1704 Carlisle Avenue Mowbray, Rev. T. K., Nokesville Kanawha Presbytery 
ark Gray Rev. Alexander, Gainesville McDonald, Rev. W. T., Belona Stuart, Rev. John L., Bealeton 
Ylellanville Guerrant, Rev. W. B.. Pilot Point Montgomery, Rev. A. B., Richmond 24 ’ ‘ yg Arehart, Rev. C. L., Dunbar 
erville McCall, Rev. R. K., Sherman ag — Roanoke Presbytery Gengen, tered “eee 
ey 6 oS ae Swaim, Rev. Claude C., JAITEUL, EVV. J, 
ery eng ag 1 ay a, si F —* Forge ace or Sere, ~— Cn, hae 
lien : age a V » 2 4 ti tterson, 7.8 >., Martinsville | BOLo@1 : 
t. Matthews ate Ah 5 a i Wonk, or. MB. sone Soutan. page 5 ag PT mlogg aad MacKenzie, Miss Kathryn, Comfort 
umbia a “2 Worth Street 12 T Washineton Strect } ‘ Orr, Rev. H. H., Buffalo 
Vinson, Rev. J. C., Bowie 26 W. Washington Stree Route 2 J . 
ue Raton, Mrs. C. O.. Dallas Thompson, rin’ James, Pamplin Smythe, Rev. W. S., Clothier 
I bi ae eee Lexington Presbytery White, Rev. C. E., Ararat ee 
lumbia 
El Paso Presbytery H d, Rev. D. K.. Falling Spring 
nue ammond, Rev. D. K., Falling Spring , 
: Akers, Rev. Homer, Seagraves Hoyt, Rev. S. B., Millboro West Hanover Presbytery —_ 
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Some Suggestions tor Prayer 
‘tery 
stminster 
; “With God nothing shall be impossible.” —Luke 1: 37. who have other loved ones and friends in distant 
sbytery lands. Luke 1:13, 30; 2:10. 
me MEDITATION UPON LUKE’S ACCOUNT OF OUR LorD’s BIRTH Pray for the unsaved individuals you know that they 
:SSEE leads the heart to seek God with renewed faith and may come to know the full meaning of Christmas 
maps hope and love. by accepting Him, whose Birthday we celebrate, as 
=e cae us include in our praying— Saviour and Lord. Luke 2 
vrenceburg a God such “ hse egy. , of _— Pray for that peace on earth, which the-Prince of Peace 
Ly nnville o y a nN r ° 
me giving, Luke 1:46-55; and Zacharias’ praise hymn came to bring. Luke 2: 14. 
ng Hill L uke 1:68-79. See ' 
p Pray that in the observance of this Christmas season 
as ray for faith to believe, Luke 1:37, and personal trust <n may give “Glory to God in the highest” 
p F f ILOTy to Woda 11 e 7 est —trom 
On is in the Lord which will prove your faith. : ) hi ce S 
emp: ( ae ¥ Z 
8 Pray that in this Christmas season the thrice-given ur own hearts, that truly worship in His Spirit; i 
n Ci . : 
a message of Luke’s pre-Christmas and Christmas story, our homes of Christ-centered devotion; chroughout 
emphis “Fear not,” may be a reality to your heart and come our communities where Christlike love is shown; 
[emphis as a word of comfort to the anxious. fear-stricken across the world by that transcending fellowship of 
nue ’ d 5 
phis hearts of parents and wives of service men, and those believers of every race, nation, and class. Luke 2:14. 
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FOR A JOYOUS CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 


Give to 
THE JOY GIFT 


in December 


There will be a Joyous Christmas 


—in 512 lonely homes on the roll of Ministerial Relief; and 


—in the hearts of those who contribute. 


And there will be a Happy New Year 


—as the checks continue to go to these homes every month; and 


—as extra checks are made possible through a generous JOY GIFT now. 
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